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1. Competitions  

(a) The Junior League shall conduct Under 6 – Under 11 and Under 12, 14 & 16 Girls Blues Tag 
competitions each year as per the Junior Rugby League Laws (6-12 Years) & NRL League Tag 
Laws of the Game.  
 

(b) Under 12 Competition will be played as a Manly / North Sydney Joint Competition. 
 

(c) Competitions for Under 13 – Open Age will be Conference Competitions administered by 
NSWRL. Rules for these competitions will be set out in the NSWRL Conference Competitions 
Handbook (Rules and By-Laws) 

 
(d) The NRL Code of Conduct and Safeplay Code will apply in all MWDJRFL Competitions. 

  
(e) Local Rules may apply if they do not conflict with NSWRL Community Rugby League Policies & 

Procedures Manual or NRL Laws, Policies and Codes of the Game and are approved before the 
start of any Competition.  

 
(f) Competition points for all games (Under 13 & Over) will be as follows: 

Win    3 points     
Bye    3 points  
Receiving Forfeit 3 points 
Draw   2 points     
Loss   1 point    
Giving Forfeit   0 points 
 
 
 

2. Ages of Players 

(a) The ages of players for games are as follows: 

Open Age Under 14 Girls 

Open Age Womens Under 14 Blues Tag  

Open Age Blues Tag Under 13 

Under 21 Under 13 Girls 

Under 18 Under 12 – Mod (development competition) 

Under 18 Blues Tag Under 12 Blues Tag (development competition) 

Under 17 Under 11 – Mod (development competition) 

Under 17 Girls Under 10 – Mod (development competition) 

Under 16 Under 10 Blues Tag (development competition) 

Under 16 Blues Tag  Under 9 – Mini (development competition) 

Under 15 Under 8 – Mini (development competition) 

Under 15 Girls Under 7 – Tackle Ready Program 

Under 14 Under 6 – Tag Rugby League 

 
(b) All players must be under age at midnight on the 31st of December last.  
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3. Registration of Players 

(a) All players must first register with his / her Club.  This registration ensures insurance cover 
relevant to training and Club activities.  All players must be registered with the Junior League 
before being permitted to train or play.  
 

(b) It shall be an offence to provide false information when making an application for registration.  
If the Junior League becomes aware of false information, the player will be deregistered and 
the team will lose all competition points gained, and/or hosting of home games as determined 
by the General Committee. 

 
(c) If a player plays in any game and is not registered with the Junior League a winning team will 

lose 3 (three) competition points and the losing team will be given 3 (three) competition 
points.  If both teams have unregistered players, no points will be given for the game.  
 

(d) The 15 or 18 Month Registration Window Policy will be available for participants in tackle 
competitions to apply for approval to play down an age group. Subject to criteria that is set 
down by the Manly JRL Board at the commencement of each season.  
 

4. Registration Procedure  

(a) All registrations must be completed online as per the method prescribed by the National 
Rugby League (NRL). 
 

(b) For all players under the age of eighteen (18) years, online registrations must be completed by 
a parent or guardian. By accepting Terms and Conditions of registration on behalf of a child 
under the age of eighteen, the parent is bound by all of the rules and regulations of their club 
and also to the MWDJRFL and any affiliated League. 

 
(c) New player and official registrations must be approved and include proof of date of birth (Birth 

Certificate or current/valid Passport or Driver’s Licence) and clear head shot with their 
registration prior to taking part in any match.  

 
(d) Registrations for all players, coaches and officials, including but not limited to Managers, 

Sports Trainers, may take place from 1 December to 30 June with exceptions at the discretion 
of the MWDJRFL  

 
(e) Once a player has their date of birth registered by the Junior League, it will not be necessary to 

resubmit documents confirming the players date of birth unless called upon by the General 
Committee.  

 
(f) All volunteers must be registered and hold a current Working with Children Check and have 

completed the Patrons of the Game accreditation.  
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5. Club and Player Responsibilities  

(a) MANLY WARRINGAH JRLFC POLICY IS THAT PLAYERS SHOULD PLAY FOR THEIR CLOSEST LOCAL 
CLUB AND REMAIN PLAYING FOR THAT CLUB FOR AS LONG AS IT IS REASONABLY PRACTICAL. 

ANY CLUB OR CLUB TEAM AFFILIATE SHALL NOT ACTIVELY SEEK TO ENTICE PLAYERS FROM 
ANOTHER CLUB AND TO DO SO WILL BE A BREACH OF THE MANLY JUNIOR LEAGUE 
REGISTRATION POLICY. 

ANY CLUB OR CLUB TEAM AFFILIATE THAT KNOWINGLY ENTICES PLAYERS, DOING SO 
SHOULD BE IMMEDIATELY REPORTED TO THE BOARD OF THE MANLY WARRINGAH JRLFC. 

ANY CLUB OR CLUB TEAM AFFILIATE THAT IS FOUND ENTICING OTHER CLUB’S PLAYERS, WILL 
BE REQUIRED TO SHOW CAUSE TO THE MANLY BOARD AS TO WHY AND THEN THE 
DETERMINATION WILL BE AT THE BOARDS DISCRETION FOR FUTHER ACTION RE BEING 
SUSPENDED FROM THEIR ROLE IN THEIR CLUB, CLUB TO BE FINED / PENALTY, SUSPENSION / 
DISQUALIFICATION FROM COACHING, MANAGING OR TRAINING ETC. 

(b) Players registered with the Junior League are to acknowledge the Safeplay and the Code of 
Conduct set down by the NRL, NSWRL and District Rugby League Clubs.  
 

(c) Any Club playing a player who exceeds the age limit of the team in which they compete shall 
lose competition points gained in which such players took part and/or hosting of home games.  
Any team continuing to play an over age player will be subject to de-registration at the 
discretion of the Junior League.  This does not apply to players having been approved to play 
down an age group under Weight & Age or 18/15-month window policies.  

 
(d) At all times, the responsibility to register a player in accordance with the rules and playing a 

player rests with the Club.  Failure to comply may result in a Club being fined $1000.00. 
 

(e) Clubs must ensure they are financial prior to the commencement of the Season. 
 

6. Uniforms  

(a) Players must appear in a proper football uniform which shall consist of a ‘correctly numbered’ 
jersey with sleeves in the Clubs registered colour and football boots which in the opinion of 
the referees are not dangerous.   
 

(b) The referee may order from the field a player in the same team who has the same jersey and 
number as another player on the field.   
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7. Team Nominations & Entries  

(a) Team nominations for all Competitions shall be completed via the team nomination form and 
submitted to NSWRL via the nominations link at a date to be finalised by the Junior League.   
 

(b) Team Nominations will only be accepted if the team nomination form has been correctly 
completed with the required minimum amount of current registered players for the specific 
age group (as detailed below). 

 

    MINIMUM MAXIMUM 

U/6's Tag Rugby League 6   

U/7s Tackle Ready Program 6  

U/8's to U/9's Tackle 8   

U/10's to U/11's Tackle 11   

Girls U/10’s to U/12's Blues Tag 8 15 

Mixed & Female U/12’s to Male U/14’s Tackle 13 22 

Girls U/14's to U/16's Blues Tag 11 20 

Girls U/14’s to U/18’s Tackle 11 20 

Male U/15’s to U/18 Tackle 13 25 

Male U/19/20/21’s Tackle 13 28 

Male & Female Open Age Tackle 13 UNLIMITED 

 
(c) Team nominations will include a fixed fee confirmed by the General Committee prior to the 

closing date for nominations. Clubs must be financial and have paid the Team Nomination and 
Affiliation Fees by Round 1 of the competition each year. If Clubs are not financial at the start 
of the season, no competition points will be awarded to any team in that club or be eligible 
to host homes games until financial. 
 

(d) The method of conducting the Competitions must be determined in consultation with the 
MWDJRFL Board prior to the first competition match.  
 

(e) The final nominations for all grades shall be in the hands of the Competition Director by the 
date set by the Manly JRL Board and notified to clubs accordingly.  

 
(f) To nominate a 2nd or subsequent team, minimum numbers of players for both teams are 

required. If a club has between minimum and maximum on field at time of nomination, they 
can request consideration from the Competition Director to nominate a 2nd or subsequent 
team  
 

(g) Clubs looking to apply to combine teams as per the NSWRL Community Rugby League Policy & 
Procedures Manual, are to note that the transfer policy will be applied as one (1) team.  
i.e. Only 4 internal & 4 external transfers will be approved across both teams 
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(h) Competition games for the below age groups maybe scheduled on Saturday using the guide 
below: 
 
Under 6, 7, 8 and 9  not before 8.00am or after 11.00am 
Under 10, 11 and 12  start and end between 9.00am and 1.30pm 
Under 13, 14**   start and end between 12.00noon and 4.30pm 
 
* Times can be varied at the discretion of the Competition Director  
** Including Under 16’s Blues Tag  
 
Competition games for Girls Blues Tag maybe scheduled using the guide below: 
Under 10 & 12 Blues Tag  Friday night  
Under 14 Blues Tag   Friday night or Saturday afternoon 
Under 16 Blues Tag  Saturday afternoons 
Under 18 & Opens Blues Tag Sunday  
 

(i) The Junior League acknowledges that there may be many reasons why competitions need to 
be re-drawn and the Competition Director will make recommendations to the MWDJRFL Board 
if the need arises.  
 

(j) Special Home Game Requests – Clubs have the ability to request one (1) round for home 
games due to special events being held. Requests must be submitted prior to the 
commencement of the season. The Competition Director will do their best to accommodate 
all reasonable requests.   
 

8. Team Registrations 

(a) All Clubs must register their players in teams using the team nomination form and Squad 
Management in My Sideline before the start of the season. 
 

(b) Players may play in a higher grade with the same Club without re-registering ensuring a Playing 
Up Form has been completed and submitted.  

 
(c) Younger age players registered to play in a Higher Grade (One Year above natural age) 

permanently cannot play down in their natural age during the season. 
 

(d) Players who have dispensation approval to play down (either by weight or the 15/18 month 
window rule) are not permitted to play up any time through the season in their natural age 
group. 

(e) An Under 12 player cannot play up in an Under 13 competition 
  

9. Clubs with Two or More Teams  

(a) For all non competitive age groups, player movement across teams in the same age group will 
be allowed.  
 

(b) In Under 14 & Under 16 Blues Tag, to maintain balance and integrity of competitions, for Clubs 
with two or more teams participating in the same age competition, no player movement will 
be allowed between teams.  The Club may apply to the Manly JL Board / Competition Director 
for consideration of exceptional circumstances to allow identified players to move between 
teams no more than once each season.  
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(c) Younger age players locked in permanently into a higher age competition or division CANNOT 
play in their natural age group.  
E.g. Under 10 players locked in permanently to the U/11 team, cannot play in the Under 10 
age group. 

 
(d)  All Clubs with two or more teams in the same grade must finalise their Coaching staff for each 

team on the team nomination form.  
 

(e) The Competition Director after receiving advice of special circumstances can make 
recommendations to the General Committee at any time during the season that players should 
only play in the First Division.  If this movement is required by the Competition Director the 
Club may or may not re-register a player from the First Division in the Second Division.  

 
(f) Once a player with dispensation approval has fulfilled the requirements to play in a lower 

age group he cannot play in his natural or higher age group. If the approved player takes any 
part in a match in his natural age group his dispensation approval to play in a lower age group 
will be immediately revoked. 

 
(g) Lower age players playing up an age group (on a temporary occasion), cannot wear DH/FR 

vests, cannot start the game before a natural age player or take a conversion before natural 
age players.  

 
(h) Players who have played a full period (i.e. the first half of Mod or the first quarter of a Mini 

game) who are replaced during a break in play between halves and periods may be used again 
later in the match as a replacement.  
  

10. Junior Rugby League  

(a) In U9 every player signed on the sign on sheet must play TWO QUARTERS of the game barring 
injury. This means that if the players started the game, they must play the full first quarter. 
The rule states that 2 full quarters must be played, not the equivalent game time. There should 
be no interchange in the first quarter of the game. (Quarters do not need to be consecutive 
quarters) 
 

(b) In U10 and U11 every player signed on the sign on sheet must play ONE COMPLETE HALF of 
the game barring injury. This means that if the players started the game, they must play the 
entire first half. The rule states that a full half must be played, not the equivalent game time. 
There should be no interchange in the first half of the game.   

 
(c) In the first round, or up until a date decided by the Competition Director, coaches will be 

allowed on the field in the Under 7’s competition.   
 

(d) Vest Rotation 
i. Under 8’s (FR Only) - Rotated each quarter 
ii. Under 9’s (FR/DH) – Rotated each quarter 
iii. Under 10’s & 11’s (FR/DH) – Rotated each half 
iv. Under 12 (FR/DH) - Rotated each half 

 
A player who has worn a vest (DH & FR) and rotates with another player, cannot wear a vest (DH or 
FR) again during the game. 
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(e) Any player temporarily playing up one year during the season:  
i. Cannot wear the DH / FR Vest 
ii. Cannot take the field before a correct age player 
iii. Cannot take a conversation before all correct age players 
iv. Must have completed and submitted a Playing Up Form  

 

11. Qualifications Committee  

(a) A Qualifications Committee shall be elected if required by the Junior League.  Their 
recommendations are subject to formal endorsement by the Board. 
 

(b) The Qualifications Committee shall be deemed to be a Competition Review Forum and in 
respect to any decision or recommendation made by the Committee relevant to the conduct 
of the Competition, it shall be binding for all Clubs.  This includes determinations as to the 
eligibility of a player to play in any grade.  

 
(c) In the event of an appeal, such appeal shall be referred to the Board of the Junior League and 

a decision shall be reached.  Any decision shall be final.  The Board of the Junior League will be 
the final right of appeal.  

 

12. Time of Matches 

(a) Time of matches shall be kept to the following schedule: 
Under 14 & 16 Blues Tag  25 minutes each way 
Under 12*, 11, 10’s* (Mod) 20 minutes each way  
Under 9 (Mini)   4 quarters of 8 minutes  
Under 8, 7 & 6’s (Mini)  4 quarters of 8 minutes 
* Including Blues Tag 
 

(b) Under 6 to Under 12 years &Under 10 &  Under 12 Blues Tag shall be development 
competitions only.  Gala Days may be held from time to time during the season for Under 6, 
Under 7 or Under 8 years.  Gala Days will vary the times of games to fit the event and must be 
approved by the Board.  
 

13. Time of Play and Playing Conditions  

(a) Matches shall commence at such times and be played upon such grounds as may be directed 
by the Board.  Any team not prepared to commence a match within fifteen (15) minutes of the 
time directed shall be deemed to have forfeited, unless satisfactory reason for the delay is 
given to the General Committee.  In the event of any alteration of playing time, the Manager 
must be informed prior to the start of the match by the Committee or Ground Manager and 
the match must be played in two equal divisions.  

 

14. Time Off 

(a) No time off is allowed for injuries, in regular competition games.  
 

(b) A referee may signal time off in any competition match for deliberate time wasting or other 
extraordinary circumstances.  The referee will do this by touching his wrist and ensuring that 
the timekeepers acknowledge his / her signal.  After five minutes the timekeepers will restart 
the clock if the referee is not in a position to restart the game.  
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15. Permits  

General Permits  
 

(a) The NSWRL Player Transfer Policy will apply to all Tackle and Blues Tag Competition Teams and 
Players in age groups U6 – U19, extract below: 
 
5) Subject to rule 6, a League or the NSWRL may refuse to grant a Transfer Permission in any of 
the following circumstances:  

a) If two (2) or more Transfer Permissions have already been granted in respect of Players, 
who played in the same age group for the same Club in the last Season of Community Rugby 
League, to move to the same New Club for the next Season.  

b) If four (4) or more Transfer Permissions have already been granted in respect of Players, 
who played for any Club within the League concerned in the last Season of Community Rugby 
League, to move to the same age group in the same New Club for the next Season. 

6) Subject to rule 5, a League or NSWRL may refuse to grant Registration Permission in any of 
the following circumstances:  

a) If two (2) or more Registration Permissions have already been granted in respect of Players, 
who played within the same age group for the same club in the last Season of Community 
Rugby League, to move to the same New Club for the next Season.  

b) If four (4) or more Registration Permissions have already been granted in respect of Players 
in the same age group, who played for any External Leagues in the last Season of Community 
Rugby League, to move to the same New Club for the next Season. 

(b) Manly JRL restrict the number of players moving from a silver team to a gold team to one 
player per club to club. 

 
(c) Members of any team withdrawn from a competition shall not be permitted to re-register with 

any of the four leading teams in that competition but may be given permission to re-register 
with another team in the competition provided three competition matches have been played.  
 

(d) A player may transfer from one Club to another within a season if satisfactory reasons can be 
proven to the Junior League in line with NSWRL Transfer Policies.  Approval should not be 
withheld unreasonably.  All transfers to be effective by 30th June.  This clause is subject to the 
following: 

 
i. No player shall be refused a transfer providing they have returned all gear to the Club that 

they are transferring from, owe no money and are not under suspension  
ii. Clearances that are denied under the NSWRL Community Rugby League Association 

Transfer Policy, have the opportunity to appeal. All Appeals (6-11 years) to be reviewed by 
the Manly JRL Appeals Committee. All appeals (12-17 years) to be reviewed by the NSWRL 
Community Rugby League Association Independent Panel.  

iii. Any Clearance/Transfer not actioned by Clubs within a reasonable time (14 Days), will be 
actioned by the Club Support Co-ordinator, League Support Co-ordinator or Junior League 
Registrar. 
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(e) A player selected for District Junior Representative football is to return to the Club for which 
they played in the previous season.  If that Club does not field a team in the appropriate age 
group, MWDJRFL Board shall determine the Club at which the player shall play and that 
decision shall be final.  
 

(f) Any player granted a clearance to return to the JRL by Manly District Club may only return to a 
Manly Warringah Junior Club.  A player returning from North Sydney District shall return to a 
North Sydney Club unless the player has played all of his football with a Manly Club in which 
case he should return to his old Club or his eligibility referred to the Qualifications Committee 
or Joint Competition Committee.  

 
(g) Players selected for Junior Representative football from outside the Manly Warringah area are 

to be allocated amongst the Junior League teams within that age group if they return to Junior 
Football within the Manly Warringah District.  

 

16. Referees  

(a) The Junior League reserves the right to appoint referees to any official trial or competition 
match in consultation with NSWRL and their approval if the local Referees Associations decline 
to allocate referees.  
 

(b) A referee shall be appointed for each match by the Director of Referees, or failing such, an 
appointment by the Junior League Executive Director.  All appointments must be approved by 
the Junior League.  If the Junior League decline a nomination, they reserve the right to appoint 
a referee as above.  In the event that a referee who was appointed does not attend within 15 
minutes after the time scheduled to commence the match, a qualified referee may be 
appointed by the Ground Officials at the game. 

 
(c) Active District Referees shall not be eligible for appointment to the Judiciary Committee unless 

the appointment is ratified by the Junior League Executive.  
 

17. Referees Decisions 

(a) An appeal from a decision by the referee on a matter of law shall be dismissed if the captain of 
the appellant team shall fail to challenge such decision on the field of play.  The Board shall 
have the power to annul a match and order it to be replayed on the grounds of incompetency 
or misconduct of the referee. 
 

(b) In case of an appeal from a decision of a referee or in the case of a protest on the grounds of 
incompetency or misconduct of a referee, a written statement submitting the point or points 
on which the appeal is founded and the Law and Laws under which it is laid must be made to 
the Junior League Executive Director and a copy of such statement shall be furnished by the 
Club appealing or protesting to the Secretary of the opposing Club and the referee of the 
match.  

 
(c) Each appeal and protest, other than personal, must be lodged in writing within seven days of a 

decision being given.  
 

(d) The Board of the Junior League will rule upon all appeals in a manner as set out in the ‘Player 
Ordered Off’ section of these rules.  
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18. Appeals  

(a) NSWRL Player Transfer Policy Decision (Under 6 – Under 11) 
 
i) Denied clearances can submit a request for a Transfer Case Review to the MWDJRFL 

Qualifications Committee. The 2026 link can be obtained be emailing 
lcoltman@nswrl.com.au  
 

ii) Following the outcome of the Transfer Case Review, the participant may appeal to the 
MWDJRFL Appeals Committee. A fee of $100 must be paid for Leave of Appeal to be 
reviewed.  
 

(b) NSWRL Player Transfer Policy Decision (Under 12-Under 17)  
 
i) Denied clearances can submit a request for a Transfer Case Review to the NSWRL Zone 

Manager.  
 

ii) Following the outcome of the Transfer Case Review, the participant may appeal to the 
NSWRL Community Rugby League Association 
 

(c)  All other appeals, as set out in these rules, must be in writing and require a bond of at least 
$100.00 which will only be returned if the appeal is successful.  

 

19. All Washed Out Matches and Series  

(a) In inclement weather, the Manly Warringah JRL will check the Northern Beaches Council Wet 
Weather Sports fields status at 3:00pm on a Friday afternoon.  
 
Grounds that are closed at this time will be final and all scheduled matches to be played at the 
closed venue will be relocated to other available fields to the best of the Junior Leagues ability.  
 
NB. Out of District NSWRL Conference games will be priority and in line with the districts that 
are not washed out 
 
Any Manly Warringah Junior League competitive matches (Under 14 & Under 16 Blues Tag) 
that cannot be relocated to an alternative field, will be re-scheduled to be played the following 
Wednesday after the match at the scheduled home team where possible or at the Manly 
Warringah JRL Boards discretion.  
If however, the following Wednesday falls during a school holiday break in the Competition 
then any games will be rescheduled on a Wednesday night at a date to be decided by the 
Manly Warringah JRL Board. 
 

(b) If a ground is open at 3:00pm on Friday but is updated to closed on the Northern Beaches 
Council Wet Weather Sports fields status at 7:00am on a Saturday morning, matches 
scheduled to be played at the ground will be a declared a wash-out and will be rescheduled.  
 
NB. Any Manly Warringah Junior League competitive matches that are washed-out on 
Saturday will be re-scheduled to be played the following Wednesday after the match at the 
scheduled home team where possible or at the Manly Warringah JRL Boards discretion.  

(c) For Conference Competition age groups, the NSWRL Metro Conference Competitions – 
Washout Policy will be applied  

mailto:lcoltman@nswrl.com.au
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20. Interchange    

(a) In all Mini / Mod games (U/6-U/11) there is no interchange in either the first quarter or first 
half.  
 

(b) Extra replacement may be allowed if the referee sends a player from the field and the 
opposing player is injured in such a way that he cannot return to the field.  

 
(c) Clubs must always ensure that in a game, only the correct maximum number of players are on 

the playing field.  Any player being replaced must have left the playing area (crossed the side 
line) before the new player enters the field of play.  Failure to comply may result in loss of 
competition points.  The onus to ensure that only the correct number of players are on the 
field of play rests with each team.  In the event of any team playing more than the maximum 
number of players, it shall be the duty of the opposing team manager to draw the error to the 
attention of the Ground Manager or Official Touch Judge.   After verification they shall disallow 
all points scored up to that time or the points scored while the player was known to be on the 
field.  The offending team shall order the removal of such player or players from the field.  If 
such an order is not rectified within five minutes, the match shall be awarded to the non-
offending team. The referee and the Ground Manager will both make a report when such 
incident occurs, including advising of any unauthorised entry to the playing field.  
 

(d) In Mini and Mod football, unlimited substitution applies at any time during a stoppage of play 
provided the substituted player has played the required amount of time in accordance with 
the Mini or Mod Rules (i.e. ¼ or ½ of uninterrupted play from when they take the field). 

 
(e) Any coach in Mini or Mod football who does not permit a player to play in accordance with the 

replacement rule will be cited to appear before the Junior League Board and give reason why 
they should not be suspended as a coach of Mini or Mod football. 

 
(f) Mini and Mod players may play no more than one year above their correct age.  Registering 

players in a higher age group will not nullify this ruling. The NSWRL Playing in a Higher Age 
Group Form must be completed prior to participating.  
 

21. Player Replacements / Judiciary  

(a) Players in Mod or Mini Football are not to be sin binned or sent off (see the Laws of the Game) 
however, they can be replaced and return to the field at the discretion of the referee. Referee 
to advise Ground Manager of time duration player is to remain off the field. i.e. for remainder 
of the Quarter/Half, or for the rest of the game. 
 

(b) In the instance of a serious offence, the below process will apply; 
 
i. The referee is to complete and submit a comprehensive report to the MWDJRFL Referee 

Co-ordinator and Judiciary Chairman.  
ii. The Judiciary Chairman may then form a panel to investigate the incident, interview the 

player, coach and parent (or responsible adult) and ascertain if the player is to be held 
accountable for his/her actions.  

iii. If found ‘guilty’ then the Judiciary Panel will determine a penalty relative to the offence 
under the guidance of the Offence Points Index taking into consideration the child’s age.  

  
(c) The NSWRL ‘Tough Love in League’ Policy will be implemented across all age groups 

 



Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League   15 
2026 Competition Rules 

 

 
MWDJRFL 2026 Competition Rules 

Copyright © 2026 MWDJRFL 

22. Misconduct or Foul Play  

(a) Any Official of the Junior League should without delay report in writing to the Executive 
Director any instance of rough or foul play or any instance of misconduct occurring during the 
progress of a match, whether such conduct shall have a player being ordered off the field or 
not.  Such report shall be passed to the Judiciary Committee for the investigation and findings 
which shall be endorsed by the Board. 
 

(b) A Club Official or player is entitled to appeal to a higher authority.  Such authority will be 
determined by the Board.  The decision of the higher authority shall be final on all parties. 

 

23. 60 Point Lead Differential  

(a) All competitive matches will stop immediately when there is a points differential of 60 points. 
Officials at official tables will sound the siren at the appropriate time. Should the Referee and 
both team Coaches agree, play may continue to full time if it is deemed safe. All must agree for 
the game to proceed. If the game does proceed, no further scores will be recorded. The 
maximum score differential that will be recorded for a match is 60 points for all competitions. 
The siren will sound at the appropriate time, and the game sheets are to be handed to the 
Ground Manager. 
 

24. Forfeits  

(a) A team shall be allowed a maximum of fifteen (15) minutes without any prior confirmation 
before the opposing team can claim a forfeit. The fifteen (15) minutes shall commence from 
the scheduled starting time.  Should the match start late due to the minimum number of 
players arriving late, the remaining time shall be split into equal halves.  The duration of the 
match shall be determined by the Ground Manager and both captains and managers shall be 
advised.  The following fixture must start at the scheduled time.  The Ground Manager may 
seek advice from the Junior League Board to alter these arrangements if it is considered in the 
best interest of all games.  
 

(b) Forfeits must be notified to the District Secretary or Executive Director by 9:00am on Friday 
prior to the match.  Late forfeit will result in a loss of competition points 

 
(c) The minimum allowable number of players fielded by a Under 12 team shall be 11 (eleven). 

The minimum allowable number of players fielded by a Under 10 & 11 team shall be 8 (eight).  
The minimum allowable number of players fielded by a Under 8 & 9 team shall be 6 (six).  
The minimum allowable number of players fielded by a Under 6 & 7 team shall be 4 (four).  

 
As per the U6-U11 Laws of the Game teams should start with equal numbers. If recommended 
minimum numbers cannot be satisfied a game may commence at the direction of the Local League. 
Teams may borrow players from the opposition team to facilitate a match. 

 
(d) Any Team that receives a forfeit will have twenty-nine (29) points added to their “points for” 

and zero (0) “points against”.  
 

(e) A team forfeiting an away game, will lose the right to host the game in the next fixture when 
the same two teams are scheduled to play again.  
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(f) Teams who forfeit in the last three rounds of the competition and are finals contenders must 

show cause to the Junior League as to why they might be allowed to participate in the Final 
series.  

 
(g) The General Committee can endorse a recommendation from the Competition Director that 

any team may be ineligible to play any game if it is considered to be acting in a manner 
detrimental to the proper conduct of Junior Rugby League.  

 
(h) A team receiving a forfeit in Under 14 or Under 16 Blues Tag may submit a Sign on Sheet on 

the day of the game or within nine (9) days to the District Registrar.   
 

(i) Teams who forfeit any semi-final or final match will be disqualified from the competition.  
 

25. Players Signing On and Photo ID – Sign on Sheet Requirements 

(a) Where it is suspected that unqualified players are being played and Clubs are not protesting, 
Junior League Officials or higher bodies shall take steps as they deem necessary to exclude 
such unqualified players from playing.  Any decision on this issue by the Board shall be final.  
 

(b) Sign on Sheets will be provided to the hosting club for all matches on the Friday prior to the 
match. Hosting clubs are to print and provide to all teams on day of match. Team Managers 
must add the player jersey number alongside the full name of the player. Players will sign the 
Sign on Sheet at the official table in front of the Ground Manager and or opposing team 
manager in their playing jersey.  Players must sign as directed by the Ground Manager before 
the game can start and must not leave the playing enclosure.  

 
(c) The Sign on Sheet must be submitted to the Junior League Administrator by 12noon Monday 

following the match. Failure to observe this condition may lead to loss of points at the 
discretion of the Junior League.  

 
(d) Failure to complete the Sign on Sheet correctly will result in the sign on sheet not being 

clocked and player qualification and statistics not recorded for that match.  
 

(e) A player who is registered in a lower grade team must ensure that the grade they are 
registered in is noted on the sign on sheet.  The player should also produce the approved 
NSWRL Playing in a Higher Age Group Consent Form to the Ground Manager or opposing team 
manager. 
 

26. Procedures for Games Delayed Due to Injury  

The following will apply when a game is delayed for an extended time due to injury or inclement 
weather: 
 

(a) If at the scheduled finishing time the second half has not commenced, then the game will be 
replayed at a later date. 
 

(b) If at the scheduled finishing time the second half has commenced, then the time keepers will 
signal full time and the score at this time will remain as the final result. 
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(c) Should the game be unable to commence at the scheduled time due to an injury in a previous 
game, all games can be rescheduled by the Ground Manager.   The Ground Manager should 
fully allocate times allowed for the following games providing they can be completed by 
5.00pm. 

 
(d) The Ground Manager should report the injury and his actions to the Junior League as soon as 

possible.  
 

27. Finals Series  

(a) Clubs that are unfinancial with the Manly Warringah District Junior League (unfinancial will 
refer to any Club with outstanding Team Nomination Fees or Senior Insurance Payments) will 
not be eligible to take part in any finals series.   

 
(b) In Under 14 and Under 16 Blues Tag Final games, if scores are level at the completion of 

normal time, an extra 5 (five) minutes each way will be played.  If the scores remain tied at the 
end of this extra time, then a break of five minutes will be allowed before another 5 (five) 
minutes each way will be played.  The first team to score POINTS in this period will be declared 
the winner. 
If scores remain tied at this time, the game will be replayed mid-week, at a time and day set 
down by the Competition Director. In Grand Finals, if scores remain tied at this time, teams 
will be declared joint premiers. 

 
(c) The Registrar must approve a players eligibility to play in the Final Series subject to the 

following conditions: 
 
i. The player must have played 1/3 (one third) of scheduled regular season rounds in the 

competition (i.e. in a competition with 15 scheduled regular season rounds, a player must 
have played a minimum of 5 (five) regular season matches over the course of the season 
for the same team to be eligible to play in the finals)  

ii. To qualify for the Final Series, all players must be registered with the Club before 30th 
June.  If a washed out series occurs in the last five series of the season and affects a 
players eligibility for the final, the washed out games can be allowed as a game for 
qualification purposes.  

iii. If prevented by injury, adequate medical proof is required to be submitted to the Junior 
League Registrar for approval or denial within 14 days of when the injury occurred. 
Adequate medical proof will not be accepted after 14 days. NOTE: If there were sufficient 
remaining available rounds for a player to qualify OUTSIDE of the period of injury, then an 
application on medical grounds will be denied 

 
(d) Right to Play: All players qualified for finals must play. A qualified player that does not play in a 

finals match, must supply a Doctors Certificate for injury or a letter signed by their parents 
stating they will be away. Dr’s Certificate or Parent letter to be submitted prior to any finals 
match  
 

28. Fitness of the Ground  

(a) The fitness of the ground to be played upon shall be decided by the Junior League or the 
Ground Manager, or on the field by the two captains.  Should the captains disagree then the 
referee will make the final decision.  
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29. Responsibility for Allocated Grounds  

(a) Clubs who have been given the responsibility for allocated grounds by the Junior League are to 
provide and erect goal post pads, ropes and stakes, a fully stocked First Aid Kit and provide a 
Ground Manager.  The Clubs are also to provide a table, two time clocks, hooter or bell, and 
ball.  
 

30. Ground Managers  

(a) All Clubs must provide Ground Managers and Clubs must ensure duty of care to the best of 
their ability to ensure the presentation and control of the ground.  
 

(b) Ground Managers should be aware of all sign on procedures, the current NRL Code of Conduct 
guidelines and safety and ground checks lists.  

 
(c) An outline of the Ground Managers roles and responsibilities is outlined in the NSWRL 

Community Rugby League Policies & Procedures Manual.  
 

(d) Clubs playing at neutral grounds are to provide Ground Managers for their game. Away teams 
are encouraged to provide Ground Managers for their matches  
 

(e) Power of the Ground Manager  
 

i. Make sure the grounds are correctly roped off and safe to play on 
ii. Ensure time keepers are at the table 

iii. Undertake crowd control and keep spectators behind the ropes Report breaches to 
the Junior League 

iv. The Ground Manager can ask the referee to stop the game if any breach of the 
National Code of Conduct is taking place 

v. Ensure that no alcohol is available to the public from the canteen or other club outlets 
during Under 18’s games 

vi. Ensure that First Aid personnel are available as per the NRL On Field Policy  
vii. Ensure all reserves sit at half way at the table 

viii. Ensure trainers and ball boys sit at half way 
ix. Assist with signing on teams 
x. Ensure there is no barracking inside the ropes 

xi. Ensure the safety of the referees 
xii. Ensure player coach stays with reserves 

xiii. Ensure all club officials, players and reserves do not yell instructions to players on the 
field  

 
All people who will be given the responsibility of Ground Manager at your Club need to be 
informed of and have a good working knowledge of how to apply the above rules at your Club.  
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31. Trainers  

(a) In Mini and Mod Football, only one accredited LeagueSafe or Sports Trainer is allowed per 
team.  

 
(b) All Sports Trainers must follow the NRL On Field Policy and are permitted to access the field of 

play at the following times only: 
i. After a try has been scored, 

ii. During a timeout called by the referee, 
iii. To attend to an injured or ill player,  
iv. When their team is in possession of the football to conduct interchange  

 
(c) All trainers must be easily identified in the respective coloured bib or shirt. Trainers must not 

be bare footed or in thongs. 

(d) All trainers must have appropriate qualifications as approved by the NSWRL. 

(e) No match shall commence under any circumstances until the minimum requirements of on-
field safety personnel are met. The minimum accreditation requirements for each age group 
are summarised below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

32. National Officials Registration  

(a) All Club Officials, Coaches, Managers, Trainers and First Aid Officers should be registered with 
their Club. 
 

(b) All officials working inside the ropes should hold a current accreditation for their position and 
that accreditation should be recorded on their My Sideline Member profile.  
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33. Reports by Clubs  

(a) Each affiliated Club shall each year make available to the Junior League an Annual Report and 
Financial Statement covering their activities during the previous season and approved at the 
Clubs Annual General Meeting.  
 

(b) The Junior League Board may investigate any financial records of any affiliated Club on the 
grounds that they may find operations not in the best interest of the Code.  Such actions must 
be reported to the Junior Leagues affiliated bodies. 

 

34. Trials and Country Visits 

(a) All Clubs should seek the approval of the Junior League Board to participate in trials or Country 
visits.  Providing the Club meets the conditions laid down by NSWRL and the NRL, the Board 
will not refuse permission.  
 

35. Rulings  

(a) These rules are subject to errors and omissions and any ruling on interpretation and or 
omission will be made by the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League Board.  

 

36. Determinations 
 
 a) MANLY WARRINGAH JRLFC BOARDS determinations are final. Should any 
situation arise that is not covered under these rules, including making 
adjustments to these rules where applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


