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AFFILIATED CLUBS
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AIMS & GOALS

To foster and manage Junior Rugby League Football throughout the Northern Beaches Government area
in accordance with all rules, regulations and the laws of the game as laid down or determined from time
to time by the MWDJRFL Inc or such higher authority. 

To promote, encourage, advance and develop Junior Rugby within the area as determined above.

To adjudicate on all disputes and difficulties between affiliates clubs within the District, or between
individual members of any such affiliated club.

To obtain improved facilities and playing areas. 

To promote skills development and ensure that all coaches, sports trainers and referees are fully
accredited before they can officiate at games in our area

To advance the interests of the Clubs within the District and support the Manly Warringah District Rugby
League Football Club Limited. 

To explore sponsorship opportunities that will benefit and promote the playing of junior rugby league. 
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OFFICE BEARERS & LIFE MEMBERS

PATRONS
Warwick Bulmer, Cliff Lyons & Geoff Toovey

LIFE MEMBERS
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J L Munro*
G Ashton*
D Stewart*

J Kirkwood*
H Hall*

C Wardrope*
W Loader*
H Horne*

J W Cameron*
E A Langford*
A J Warman*
R E Hudson*

K R Arthurson*
J L Martin*
R Hannon*

J C Blue*
D O Joyce*

W Crocker*
G Gilbert*

P McClenchey*
J M Thomson*

J S Campbell*
O Thorley*
J Collins*

M Harvey*
H J Huston*

A G Thomson*
M W Nicholson*

C F Rickert*
E R Bell*

A C O’Donnell*
S R Hardie*

D Butler*
D Murdoch*

C Mills*
H Franklin*

K Jones *
R Wheeler*

H Burns*
A McPherson

A D Butler
J Nicholson*

F Hogan*
B Scanlon*

V Hannam*
R W Brown*
K J Edwards*

R J Dean OAM*
B W Gleeson*

F J Hegarty*
W Grono*

K McRoberts*
S Raffo

D Miller
L Whitehead

J C Mashman*
R G Carlisle*

D F Ford*
M D Lamb
B Bowtell*

R Dyer
B Langham*
M Hegarty

G McGuiness
F Cridland

P O’Dwyer*
J Brutnell

E Galloway
G Knox*

W Bulmer
R Butcher
C Burdon
N Bertoli*
G Glover*
A Skinner

J Fox
B Friend OAM
D Naughton*

S Tonga
K Hunter
M Covey

* denotes deceased life member



BOARD OF DIRECTORS & MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT 
Kim Hunter

VICE PRESIDENT
Frank Sergi

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Matt Brown

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Tom Akhurst

COMPETITION DIRECTOR
Les Elliott

REGISTRAR
Bob Butcher

QUALIFICATIONS CHAIRMAN
Les Elliott
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GROUNDS DIRECTOR
Vacant 

JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN
Brian Friend

INSURANCE DIRECTOR
Tom Akhurst

DELEGATE TO NSW COMMUNITY RL 
ASSOCIATION

John Fox & Bob Butcher

DELEGATE TO MWDRLFC
Kim Hunter

DELEGATE TO MANLY REFEREES 
ASSOCIATION

Brian Friend



Pop Hall Memorial Trophy
(Club judged to have done most for the Rugby League code in the District)

L&V Engineering and Belrose Trophy
(Senior Club Champions)

Coll Mills Trophy
(Club Champions)

Kane Mason Award
(Junior International Encouragement Award)

Presidents Award

JOSHUA MACGREGOR

PERPETUAL AWARDS
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AVALON BULLDOGS

MONA VALE RAIDERS

FRANK SERGI



PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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I am extremely honoured to provide my Presidents Report for the 2025 season. 

This year we had 2,951 players registered which was a small increase of 14 players compared to the 2024 season.
Continuing the growth in numbers over recent seasons i.e. 519 additional players (21.35%) increase over the past
three seasons. 

2025: 2,951
2024: 2,937
2023: 2,686
2022: 2,432
2021: 2,453 (COVID)
2020: 1,983 (COVID)
2019: 2,012
2018: 2,066

There were 183 teams in 2025 which is the same number of teams as in 2024. 
Summary of recent seasons: - 

2025: 183
2024: 183
2023: 174
2022: 170
2021: 172
2020: 149 
2019: 148
2018: 152

Concerningly the number of male players registered of 2,052 was a decrease of 157 players compared to 2024. This
may well be a reflection on the NRL enforcement of non-competitive rugby league in the younger age groups,
currently up to the Under 11 Age Group. 

While female players registrations of 876 was an increase of 148 players (20%) over the previous season and 363
additional registered players from the 2023 season. Breakup of the female player registrations: - 114 tackle and 762
Tag.

The number of volunteers registered of 392 compared to 709 season 2024.

Once again many of our teams played in combined competitions conducted by the NSWRL. With Avalon Bulldogs
defeating Asquith in the Grand Final of the Central Northern Open Age Gold Competition and Harbord Devils (2)
going down to Asquith in the Northern Open Age Saturday Bronze Competition.



PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc 2025 Annual Report 9

The Manly District JRL in conjunction with the Manly Leagues Club and the Manly Warringah Sea Eagles for the
second year entered a team in the Sydney Shield for the 2025 season. The team had a very successful year,
finishing second on the ladder at the completion of the Rounds and defeating the Minor Premiers
Wentworthville United Magpies 25 to 24 in the Grand Final. The main purpose of this team is to build a pathway
towards a strong and more vibrant future for players from our junior league.

It is important to highlight the financial assistance provided by the Manly Leagues Club which has supported the
Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League for many years. This season the Manly Leagues Club has
continued to provide additional funding for the majority of our Clubs in the way of sponsorship. 

I would like to thank the Leagues Club Board for their contribution and assistance including use of Club facilities
when required. The continued financial support of the Manly Leagues Club is paramount to our District Junior
Rugby League. Please support the Manly Leagues Club with your patronage and consider joining as a member if
you are not already a member of the Manly leagues Club.

I would also like to thank the Manly Warringah District Football Club who provide general corporate guidance
and assistance when appropriate.  

Thank you to my fellow Board Members, Matt Brown, Tom Akhurst, Les Elliott, Bob Butcher and Frank Sergi as
well as Brian Friend our Judiciary Chairman for their contributions during the 2025 season. 

I would also like to express the appreciation of the District JRL Board as well on behalf of all our Clubs for all the
work and support over the past year that Donna Smith, Larissa Hardy and Ruby Watterson from NSWRL
provided to our District Junior League. 

My appreciation to all the players, club executives and club volunteers and to all our referees for their efforts
during the season and to everyone that helped out and contributed at our three Grand Final events.

In what was my ninth year as President, I would like to thank everyone who contributed in some way to the
running of the game in our District and I look forward to seeing everyone back again in 2026. 

Kim Hunter
President
Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc.



SECRETARY'S REPORT
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It is with great pleasure that I present the Secretary’s Report for the 2025 season. 

Overall player numbers were slightly down from last year, however female participation saw a 18% increase and
clubs also saw an overall increase in their volunteers.

The 2025 season saw some weather interruptions, where mid-week games were needed to finalize semi-final
teams. Once again, we held our Grand Finals over 3 days culminating at Rat Park on the Sunday. Congratulations
to all premiership winners and to those who participated in finals. A big Thank You to all the volunteer Ground
Managers as well as Geoff Toovey and Jacob Preston who helped with Grand Final presentations

We cannot understate the vital role played by our volunteers, referees, and match officials. Without their
dedication, grassroots rugby league simply wouldn’t function. This year, we initiated a new mentoring program
for young referees, which proved successful and will be expanded in 2026.

Our strong relationship with Manly Leagues Club, continues and their valued support ensures that playing
Rugby League on the Northern Beaches is the best valued sport in the area

A big congratulations to the Manly Leagues Sydney Shield team who won their Grand Final in Golden Point in
only their 2nd year in the competition. Well Done.

Thank you to Ruby and Donna from NSWRL for all your help in so many aspects throughout the season and for
all of Rubys efforts in organizing our Presentation Night. Thank You

In closing, I extend my sincere thanks to the MJRL Executive Committee, club Committees, and all those who
contribute to making this league a safe, inclusive, and enjoyable environment for our youth. The future of rugby
league on the Northern Beaches is bright, and together we will continue to build on our proud tradition.

Yours in Rugby League,
Matt Brown
Secretary
Manly Junior Rugby League



TREASURER'S REPORT
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On behalf of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League Incorporated (“Junior League”), I am
honoured to present the financial position for the 2025 season.

The Junior League operated at a modest financial surplus in 2025. 

Grants & Sponsorship continue to be an important source of income for the Junior League. The Manly Leagues
Club continue to be the perennial supporter of the Junior League in the Manly Warringah District. The Manly
Leagues Club contributed $130,685 to the Junior League and its associated Clubs through both their annual
grant, and jersey sponsorship. For the third year, the Manly Leagues logo was proudly displayed on the back of
players and referees jerseys throughout the Manly Warringah District. I would like to again thank the Manly
Leagues Club for their tremendous support of rugby league, it is sincerely appreciated. In addition, I would ask
all affiliated Clubs to please encourage your supporters to join the Manly Leagues Club, if they are not already a
member.

From a spectacle and financial perspective, the grand final weekend was an enormous success. It was great to
see large crowds in attendance, particularly on Saturday and Sunday, which was a testament to the quality of
rugby league on display. Despite the Sunday grand finals being played at Rat Park for the second year in a row,
due to the unavailability of Brookvale Oval, the net financial contribution to the bottom line was significant at
$32,873. For the third successive year, grand finals were played on Friday night at Brookvale Oval. This again
proved to be successful, and the Board will no doubt look to keep this in place for the foreseeable future.

From an operating expense perspective, Player Insurance cost ($92,539) continues to remain the largest cost for
the Junior League. Combined with Referees Fees ($73,485) and Northern Beaches Council Sports Field User Fees
($47,287), these three expenses account for nearly 80% of the total operating expenses for the year. 

On a side note, congratulations to the Manly Leagues Sydney Shield team who won the premiership in their
second season in the competition. The team is a Junior League based team and is a joint venture between all
four key stakeholders of rugby league on the Northern Beaches, namely, Junior League, Manly Sea Eagles,
Manly Warringah Rugby League Football Club and the Manly Leagues Club. Fantastic effort by everyone
involved in the team.

Finally, “thank you” to all the Club Committees, volunteers, players, parents and supporters that have made
2025 another hugely successful year of rugby league in Manly Warringah.
 
With rugby league thriving on the Northern Beaches, I look forward to seeing everyone again, for a bigger and
better season, in 2026.

Tom Akhurst
Treasurer
MWDJRLFC



Despite persistent wet weather causing numerous cancellations, the 2025 season was another strong year for
the Manly-Warringah Rugby League Referees Association. The games that went ahead showcased quality rugby
league and highlighted the continued growth of our referees.
 
We had many new referees join our association this year, all with a great attitude and willingness to learn. We
acknowledge and thank the clubs for encouraging junior players to take up refereeing and for their ongoing
support, from safeguarding our referees on the sideline to offering a simple sausage sizzle at the end of a match.
Zac McDonald and Todd Smith lead our coaching and development again this year with Zac running multiple
accreditation courses and Todd running our training sessions every week. Zac McDonald and Keith Povah
steered the match day coaching this year alongside the rest of our advisory board to build confidence, decision
making and game awareness among our referees.  
 
On the field, the district’s top appointment - the Central Northern Open Age Gold grand final - went to Jake
Walsh for the fourth time. Accompanied by his team of touch judges and in goal judges, Keith was appointed
his 10 touch judging appointment in the A-Grade Grand Final. Josh Leigh finished the season with the top
junior grand final, topping off his stand out season. 

th 

 
In the representative arena, Jake Walsh, Josh Leigh and Will Keep were in the NSWRL Junior Representative
Squad this year, all having great seasons. Making it extra special, Josh and Will made their debuts together at
Brookie Oval which was quite fitting. Jake Walsh finished his junior reps season touch judging the Tarsha Gale
grand final, as well as going on to train with the grade squad, debuting in the centre for Jersey Flegg. Josh
finished a great first season picking up the Rookie of the Year award for the squad, touch judging a Harold
Matthew’s Cup semi-final, refereeing the U16 Rise curtain raiser to State of Origin 3, rounded out by an
appointment in the National School Boy Cup final as a touch judge. Luke Saldern and Charlie Suter represented
the association superbly at the NSWRL Grade level, officiating the Sydney Shield grand final together. Finally, in
the NRL Todd Smith and Matt Noyen represented our district wonderfully this year. Matt made his way to Vegas
this year for the NRL season opener on the touch line as well as hitting 300 games as an official in the NRL. Todd
finished his strong season refereeing the elimination final between Cronulla and Easts, hitting a milestone as
200 games as an official. 
 
We are proud of all referees who represented the association across local, representative and professional
levels. While no referee can guarantee the perfect call every time, our officials continue to demonstrate
commitment, professionalism and resilience.
 
As always, our association is only made possible thanks to the amazing support of our major sponsors, Manly
Leagues Club, Flame N Fork and McDonalds Northern Beaches. 

REFEREES REPORT
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JUDICIARY REPORT
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This season has been a difficult one with weather being our most consistent problem. Games have been
transferred, time changes and forfeited. The young referees under the guidance of Todd Smith and Zac
McDonald have presented us with some very good games considering they have been moved from pillar to post
each week during the bad weather. 

This season we had three (3) players ‘replaced’ for the remainder of the game and thus coming under Judicial
investigation. Each player, together with a parent and the coach have been interviewed and instructed as to how
that player should conduct him/her self during a competition match. All three players were found to be sorry for
their mistakes and have not broken any rules since. The appropriate sentence was handed down as per Manly
Warringah J.R.L.F.C. Rules and Regulations. 

It has been a very good system for many years with MWDJRLFC and I feel we must continue to keep up this
standard. We have not had any re-occurrence from any of the players that have come before me so we must be
doing something right. The parents and coaches of these players have been very positive during these
investigations. All players are considered “Ínnocent until proven Guilty” until the conclusion of the Investigation. 
I received many phone calls relating to incidents and I thank these people who worry about our game and it’s
future. 

Regards, Brian Friend  OAM 
MWDJRLFC (Inc.) Judiciary Chairman 
MWDJRLFC (Inc.) Life Member 



LEAGUE TAG SUBCOMMITTEE
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The 2025 blues tag season was a great success. We had 7 clubs participating with a record number of
registrations 720 across the Manly Warringah district. This is an increase of 23.71% from the 2024 season.

Special congratulations must go to the division 1 competition winners.
U12s – Manly Brothers
U14s – Narrabeen Sharks
U16s – Manly Brothers
U18s – Harbord Devils

This year saw the introduction of a representative pathway at the end of the season for the MWJRL Blues Tag
players. Commencing with the ‘Battle of the Beaches’ galaday which saw a Manly North select team play against
a Manly South select team in each age group. Following this galaday a Manly Sea Eagles representative team
was selected for each age group. These teams would go on to play a single game against a mixture of North
Sydney and the Hills districts best teams. 
 
The Manly North select team is made up from clubs North of Narrabeen bridge (Avalon, Mona Vale, Narrabeen
& Belrose). The Manly South select team consists of clubs south of the Narrabeen bridge, this year it included
(Cromer, Harbord, Manly). 
The Battle of the Beaches galaday was a great success with Manly North victorious over Manly south in the U12
& U14s. It was Manly South who were too strong in both the U16s and U18s. Special thanks must go to Julien and
the Manly Leagues Club who stepped in as our major sponsor for the representative program. Their support of
female participation in junior league is a shining light and one that we are very appreciative and thankful for.

A final thank you must go to all the volunteers who support our clubs which enables our girls to take the field
each week. As registrations and participation continue to increase for Blues Tag, we look forward to seeing some
additional clubs entering teams into the competition in 2026.

Thank you to my fellow sub committee members for their support in 2025. We look forward to further
developing the Blues Tag season in 2026.

Sub Committee attendees:” Matthew Lloyd (Chair), Pat Sleiman, Brook Eadie, Greg Ford, Steven Anderson.

Matthew Lloyd
MWJRL Bluestag Subcommittee - Chair



AVALON BULLDOGS
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What a year it’s been for the Avalon Bulldogs. The 2025 season was one of our biggest yet, full of growth,
milestones, and plenty of reasons to be proud.

We had 22 teams take the field this year – U6 (three teams), U7, U8, U9 (two teams), U10, U11, U12, U13, U14, U15
and A Grade in tackle, plus U12 (three teams), U14 (three teams), U16 and U18 in tag. To see that many kids and
adults running around in Bulldogs colours every weekend was pretty special. In total, 348 players registered this
season – up from 267 last year. That’s massive growth, and a real credit to everyone involved in making our club
such a welcoming and supportive place for families to be part of.

2025 gave us some moments we’ll never forget. A huge crowd came together at Hitchcock Park to celebrate
Friendly’s 50 years of coaching at the club – half a century of service to the Bulldogs, and an incredible milestone
in grassroots rugby league. We also brought back our A Grade side, and what a comeback it was. The boys
finished with 11 wins, one draw and just one loss, before going on to beat Asquith 28–16 in the Open Age Men’s
Gold Grand Final. To see A Grade back in the competition and taking out the premiership made the whole club
proud. Another highlight was the return of our U12 tackle side after a few years away. For many of those boys it
was their very first season of footy, and they gave it everything. The growth and spirit they showed week to week
made us as proud as any premiership win.

We had four teams make it all the way to the grand final this year – U14 Tag (3), U15, U16 Tag, and A Grade. Our
juniors played their hearts out and while they didn’t get the win, they did the club proud with the way they
carried themselves.

There were some big personal milestones too. Kurt Stevenson notched up an incredible 350 games at the Avalon
Bulldogs – a massive achievement that shows what loyalty and commitment to the Bulldogs is all about.

Representative selections were another highlight. Congratulations to Matt Leigh and Luke Hayes for being
picked in the Manly Sea Eagles Summer Development program, and to Jaia Russell, Noa Wolthers, and Seaenna
Howarth, who were part of the first ever Manly Blues Tag rep teams.

And of course, a special shout-out to Josh Leigh. Not only was he busy coaching and helping at the club, but he
also had huge success refereeing. Josh was picked to officiate in the Junior Reps program and was named “Rookie
of the Year.” What an effort.

None of this happens without the support of our sponsors. Their generosity means our players take the field each
week with the right gear, safe facilities, and plenty of pride.

Junior Club Sponsors included:
LJ Hooker Avalon Beach (Major), Trainer Tom’s Tombucha (Major Tag), LJ Hooker Peter Robinson, Avalon Beach
RSL, Precision Tree Services, Johnson Bros Mitre 10, Pittwater Tyres, Royal Motor Yacht Club, Johnson Bros
Marine, Café Relish, Whale Shark Electrical, Vietnam Veterans, Chill Bar, All Beaches Plumbing, RMYC, Manly
Pacific, Interior Linings, Alltrax Excavations, Woodley Projects, Brightworks Productions, and Dunn & Pilcher
Constructions. 



AVALON BULLDOGS

A Grade Sponsors included:
Wattle Court, URM, Anytime Fitness Avalon, Freshwater Farm, Whittaker Landscapes, Dahlsens, TLE Electrical,
Codmac Engineering, Harvest Lane, Pachecho Jujitsu, Wayfarers Trading, Transform King, Red Oak Carpentry,
Chill Bar, Rudd Plumbing, Royal Avalon, Onboard, Fineworx, Precision Tree Services, Appaelec, Oxygenhort, All
Beaches Plumbing, JC Works Electrical, and Ben Murphy.

We honestly couldn’t do what we do without this support – thank you.

The real heart of the Bulldogs is our volunteers. From coaches and managers to referees, committee members and
parents, the amount of time and effort people put in is incredible. This year we recognised:

Club Person of the Year: Matt Eding 
Mum of the Year: Joanna Gaffikin 
Coach of the Year: Josh Leigh

A special thanks goes to our 2025 Executive and General Committee, who keep everything running behind the
scenes – registrations, game-day operations, fundraising, and community events.

I also want to give a very special mention to Matt Eding, who stepped into the President role this season. It was a
big responsibility to take on, but Matt led with humility, commitment and genuine care for the club. His support
for me personally, and for the wider committee, was unwavering, and his leadership made an enormous
difference in what was a huge year for the Bulldogs. We are very lucky to have someone of Matt’s character
guiding the club forward.

The Bulldogs are in a really strong place heading into 2026. With record player numbers, new teams returning,
and A Grade back on top, there’s a lot to be excited about. Next year we’ll keep focusing on growing our junior and
senior programs, supporting our volunteers, and making sure the Bulldogs remain at the heart of the Avalon
community.

As I look back on 2025, I just want to say a massive thank you to our players, families, sponsors and volunteers. You
are what makes this club special. The Bulldogs are more than just a footy team – we’re a community – and I
couldn’t be prouder to be part of it.

Jazmin Ball 
Avalon Bulldogs JRLFC 
Club Secretary, 2025
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BEACON HILL BEARS

2025 was a year of renewal and steady progress for Beacon Hill Bears. With a change in leadership across the
board, welcoming Bonnie Lussick into the President role and Hannah Berkhout as Vice President. The club
focused on player recruitment and development, volunteer engagement, financial stability and stronger
community connections.

On field results were strong across all age groups. Off field foundations were developed through coaching
education, increased junior registrations and several successful fundraising events to try and enhance the club's
profile.

We gained an extra team within the club, one more than the previous year and really aimed at attracting new
players from grass roots. Our under 6’s was our biggest age group across the board, also gaining five female
players within the club.

Our aim this year was to really embrace the club community, support coaches, players and parents and to make
the club a safe, fun place for the kids to learn and grow within the game.

The Beacon Hill Bears is a very tight, family friendly club who encourage all kids to come and have a go. We are
most definitely in the rebuilding phase being the smallest Manly club in our district. We hope to grow and expand
each year in building numbers within all age groups and filling new teams in the empty age groups.

I would like to thank our families, sponsors and volunteers for all the support in a new year for the Beacon Hill
Bears. Our aim for next year will be to increase the number of players within our club and to really get the local
community behind us through sponsorships and community events.

President,
Bonnie Lussick
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BELROSE EAGLES
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As the 2025 season draws to a close, we reflect on another year of growth, resilience, and community spirit. From our
juniors through to our senior teams, it has been a season that showcased not only our talent on the field, but also our
unity, commitment, and the true spirit of the Eagles.

I want to extend my gratitude to our players, coaches, referees, volunteers, committee members, and supporters —
without you, this club would not be what it is today.

On-Field Performance

Juniors:
Our junior program continues to go from strength to strength, with increased numbers participating this year. Special
congratulations to the U15s tackle and U16s Blues Tag sides for reaching the grand finals. Each junior team displayed
determination, sportsmanship, and passion throughout the year.

Seniors:
The senior grades fought hard all season, with some standout individual performances and memorable team victories.
While not every side finished with a trophy, the pride and effort shown week in, week out, is a true reflection of the
Belrose spirit.

Representative Honours:
Several of our players were selected to represent at higher levels, which is a testament to the development pathways
within our club. We are extremely proud of their achievements.

Off the Field

Community Engagement:
The club has continued to strengthen its ties with the local community. From fundraising initiatives to school visits and
game-day events, our players and volunteers have been outstanding ambassadors for Belrose.

Volunteers & Officials:
A huge thank you to our referees, ground managers, trainers, and match-day helpers. Many of our referees were juniors
themselves, and they handled their roles with maturity and fairness.

Sponsorship & Support:
We are grateful to our loyal sponsors whose contributions allow us to run successful programs. Your support ensures our
players are well-equipped and our community events remain strong.

Highlights of 2025
Increased registration numbers across rugby league programs of which has not been seen for many years
Two junior teams reaching grand finals.
Successful referee recruitment drive with new junior and senior officials joining the ranks.
Community days and events that brought families and fans together.

Looking Ahead to 2026

The club is already preparing for the 2026 season, with team nominations now open for seniors and juniors. We will also
continue to expand our touch football and cricket competitions, offering more opportunities for participation year-round.

Our focus next season will be:
Player development and coaching programs.
Expanding female and inclusive rugby league pathways.
Enhancing facilities and game-day experience for players and supporters.
Continuing to grow community partnerships and sponsorship opportunities.

On behalf of the committee, we thank everyone for making 2025 a season to remember.



CROMER KINGFISHERS
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As we draw to the close of the 2025 season, it is with enormous pride that I reflect on what has been a year of
both challenges and achievements for the Cromer Kingfishers JRLFC. This season tested us like few others,
with relentless wet weather and widespread washouts disrupting momentum from start to finish. Yet,
despite these setbacks, our club has continued to grow, our players have continued to compete with passion,
and our community has remained as strong and committed as ever.

The story of 2025 is not just about results on the field — it is about resilience. Week after week, we adapted to
changing conditions, found ways to keep our players engaged, and maintained the Kingfishers spirit that has
defined our club for generations. While we did not bring home as many premierships as in years past, our
achievements are no less significant. Participation levels remained high across all age groups, morale never
faltered, and the club continued to strengthen its foundations for the future.

One of the standout moments of the season came from our Under-14 (1) side, who proudly secured a
premiership victory. Their hard-fought success was a testament to the dedication and determination that
runs through this club, and it was a highlight that reminded us all of why we work so hard to provide
opportunities for our players. Beyond this, many of our teams progressed through to the finals, displaying not
only skill but also the grit and sportsmanship that make us a proud club.

This year we fielded a wide and diverse range of teams:

Under-6s x 3 teams 
Under-7 
Under-8 
Under-9 
Under-12s x 2 teams 
Under-14 
Under-12 TAG x 3 teams 
Under-14 TAG x 2 teams 
Under-16 TAG x 2 teams 
Open Age Bronze - Open Age Gold

This growth across both league and tag divisions is proof that our club is thriving. The fact that we are able to
field so many teams from our youngest minis to our senior open age sides speaks volumes about the strength
of our player base and the trust families place in Cromer Kingfishers.     

                                             



CROMER KINGFISHERS
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Our mini teams in particular faced the brunt of the season’s washouts, but they still enjoyed some wonderful
opportunities, including matches at Brookvale Oval and a hugely successful Minis Gala Day that we hosted.
These occasions brought enormous joy to our youngest players and their families, reinforcing the importance of
grassroots development. We are hopeful that, moving forward, the league will assist with referees at these
types of events, helping to ease the financial burden on the club while allowing us to create even more of these
memorable experiences.

Of course, none of what we achieve would be possible without our incredible sponsors, volunteers, and families.
To our sponsors your loyalty and support provide the lifeblood that keeps this club running. To our volunteers
and families you are the engine behind the scenes, ensuring every game day runs smoothly and that our players
have the opportunity to do what they love. Your contribution cannot be overstated, and we are deeply grateful
for everything you do.

As we look forward, there is much to be excited about. In December, major oval repairs will commence at St
Matts, including the installation of new drainage. This investment by Northern Beaches Council will be
transformative for our club, ensuring that the field can withstand the type of weather that brought so much
disruption this year. With a more reliable home ground, not only will our players enjoy more footy, but the club
will also regain the vital revenue from hosting games and running our canteen the heartbeat of our community
on weekends.

The Cromer Kingfishers are growing, and our future is bright. With the lessons of 2025 behind us and the
promise of a stronger, more resilient home ground ahead, we can confidently say that 2026 will be a great year
for the Kingfishers. We are building more than teams we are building a community, a family, and a legacy.

To every player, coach, volunteer, sponsor, and supporter: thank you for being part of this journey. The
Kingfisher spirit has shone through in 2025, and with your continued support, the Cromer Kingfishers will soar
even higher in the years to come.

Bring on 2026!

Shane Higginbotham
President, Cromer Kingfishers JRLF



This year we represented the league with our u6,u7,u9,u12,u13,u14,u15, u18, Womens & Mens teams. We
gained a team this year in the u9s and hope to add more next year. To get to watch all our minis run around
this year was truly amazing. They just loved getting on the field and playing footy in the Green & White
jersey. 

We had one of our long serving players in the open Mens team, Billy ‘Rhino’ Ryan notch up his 100 games this
year. I had the pleasure of coaching Billy in his Jr years. Congrats mate, welcome to the 100 club.

All our volunteers this year have been amazing. All the coaching, managing and training crews really stepped
up this year with our teams, and it showed with the overall improvement of our teams. All teams made it to
the finals and were only 1 game short of making it to the Grand Final. 
The mighty u13s finished the season strong being Minor Premiers and the only team to represent the Ferrets
in the GF.

The board has been busy planning our next steps in renovating the clubhouse and surroundings to make it a
more pleasurable time for our members on training nights, musters and game days. We have upgraded the
canteen with more options, the coffee machine has had a good workout on those cold mornings. A new
fireplace upstairs to keep everybody warm. Hopefully in 2026 we will have a roof out on the balcony. The
sheds will be upgraded too with new shower amenities.

It was with sad news, we learnt of the passing of a few of our former Ferrets. Peter ‘Buzza’ Byrne, who was a
big part of our club, and in the Team of the Century. Buzza's Grandkids are currently playing for the Mighty
Ferrets. He would be proud. John McGarry, who was a former President 2000-2005, and a Life member of the
club. And lastly Tom Walton, who played with the club in the late 1970s/ early 1980s.
Rest in Peace Gentleman.

It's been a pleasure being a part of this club as your President. We are only getting bigger, stronger, and a real
force to reckon with in the league.
Get in early and register, December 1, and secure your spot with this great club and be a part of something
special in 2026.

The club's AGM is set for October 20, 2025.

Thank you

Scott Featherstone
Club President 2025.

FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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HARBORD UNITED DEVILS
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As President of Harbord United Junior Rugby League Football Club, it is with great satisfaction that I reflect on the 2025
season—a year marked by challenges, progress, and a renewed sense of community and spirit across our great club.

We began the season with some disruptions due to ongoing drainage works at Harbord Park. While the delayed start
posed logistical difficulties early on, the long-term benefits of the improved facilities quickly became evident—
particularly during the wet months, when we were proud to be able to host matches while many other grounds were
unavailable. The investment in our home ground infrastructure paid dividends, and we were honoured to support the
Junior League by keeping the game going when weather conditions made it tough.

A heartfelt thank you must go to Manly Brothers, who generously shared their fields and facilities with us during the
opening rounds of the season. This spirit of cooperation between clubs is what makes the Manly Warringah District
such a strong and united rugby league community.

Congratulations to the Junior League committee on delivering an outstanding Grand Final weekend. Despite some
hiccups during the semi-finals, the grand finals were a fitting culmination to the season and a celebration of everything
we love about the game—passion, perseverance, and community spirit. 

At Harbord United, we were thrilled to see an increase in player registrations this year, a growth trend largely driven by
the inclusion of Women's BT teams from Under 12s through to Opens. This development marks an exciting and vital
step forward for our club, and we look forward to building on this momentum in 2026 and beyond.

To our loyal and generous sponsors—thank you. Your continued support ensures that we can provide the best possible
environment for our players, and your commitment to grassroots sport is genuinely appreciated.

To the hardworking volunteers and committee members who give so freely of their time—this club simply could not
function without you. Whether it's setting up fields, managing teams, coaching, or assisting run the canteen, your
efforts are noticed and deeply valued.

Most importantly, to every boy, girl, young man, and woman who proudly pulled on the Red and White jersey this
season—you represented our club with integrity, passion, and sportsmanship. I am incredibly proud of each and every
one of you. You are the heart of Harbord United, and you are the reason we continue to grow stronger each year.

As we look ahead to 2026, I’m excited for the future of our club. With strong foundations in place, growing
participation, and an unwavering commitment to community and development, the best is yet to come for Harbord
United.

Warm regards,
Aaron Thomson 
President 
Harbord United Junior Rugby League Football Club



2025 was another year when the meteorologists got to play more than our kids. And when you are based at
Nolan Reserve, training opportunities are as hens teeth.

Regardless, our tireless volunteers still tried to keep the teams motivated and got them ready for the game days
(that weren’t washed out).

Despite still struggling for numbers in the mini age groups, our mod teams all had great seasons. With increased
numbers in the teams, they are all developing their skills really well and are bonding together really enjoying
their footy. The U10’s were even lucky enough to get a visit from Reuben Garrick and Corey Waddell from the
Sea Eagles to one of their training sessions which was a definite highlight for them.

Our U12 boys made a second consecutive grand final. But playing the game at North Sydney, this year was a
tough hurdle to overcome, with the boys falling agonisingly short to Pennant Hills.

The U14 boys season ended on a washed out semi-final much to the disappointment of all involved. There were
lots of new players in this team year, including players who had never played rugby league before, and others
who came back after a number of years off.

The U15’s boys couldn’t repeat last season’s Premiership success and often found it hard fielding a full team with
lots of clashes with other sport commitments. They are looking forward to Sunday competition next season.

U17 boys also struggled getting a full team on the pitch each week, but even when playing short, they won more
games than they lost but couldn’t get the job done in the semi-finals against strong competition. 

Our Blues Tag programme continues to go from strength to strength.

Our U12 team won their grand final in a hotly contested game. Strong all season not dropping a game, the girls
showed up and performed week after week.

The U14 girls were full of girls from the younger half of the age group, but still stepped up for div 1 competition,
but will be quite a force next season.

After 5 years, and 3 grand final appearances, our U16 team (the OG’s of Brothers Blues Tag) finally got the
chocolates. A clinical performance in the grand final game saw years of hard work pay off for the girls.

All the girls loved the initiative from the Blues Tag subcommittee for the rep programme. Thanks for making
this happen, and provide them with a pathway for continued development. 

MANLY BROTHERS
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Lots of volunteers to thank this year, but none more than our Clubman of the Year – Peter Kee who took on
coaching of a second team this year, was actively involved in recruitment to keep those teams on the pitch and
continued to provide support for the club off the pitch.

Looking forward to doing it all again – hopefully with a bit more dry weather – especially at the business end of
the season! 

Mark West (Birdy)
2025 Manly Brothers President

MANLY BROTHERS
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MONA VALE RAIDERS
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Wow — what a season 2025 has been for the Raiders!

This year has been filled with milestones, unforgettable moments, and achievements that make us incredibly
proud. Despite a few washouts testing our patience, the spirit and determination of our players, families, and
supporters made this season one to remember.

Season Highlights:

Registration Growth & Volunteers: Our player numbers grew by 20% to 463 registered players — 268 in
tackle (up 29%) and 195 in Blues Tag (up 10%). Junior participation was particularly strong, showing great
signs for the future. Volunteer numbers also rose by 15%, with 135 Coaches, Trainers, Managers, and helpers
supporting the club on game days, in the canteen, and on the BBQ. Our volunteers’ time and passion is what
keeps the Raiders running — and there’s always room for more hands!
Strengthening Club Culture: Our focus remains on ensuring the Raiders stay a true family club. From Under
6s to A Grade, we work to provide a fun, inclusive, and positive environment for every player. We encourage
more parents to take on Committee and Club Member roles to help shape the future of the club and make a
difference in the lives of our players.
The Return of A Grade: After 23 years, our A Grade side proudly returned to the field — a landmark
moment for the Raiders. The Saturday night and Sunday afternoon’s atmosphere was electric, with
families, friends, and supporters packing Newport Oval. This milestone has brought new sponsors, a liquor
license, and fresh excitement for senior footy, while reminding our juniors that there is a clear pathway
from minis to A Grade right here at the club.
On-Field Success: It was an outstanding year on the field, with 11 teams qualifying for the Grand Final and 7
crowned Premiers. This success reflects the talent, hard work, and dedication of our players, coaches,
managers, and families who commit so much behind the scenes.
Sponsors & Supporters: Off the field, we welcomed a new group of Junior and Senior sponsors whose
support allowed us to invest in teams, improve facilities, and plan for a sustainable future.
Tribute to Beau Hewitt: In March, we were deeply saddened by the passing of Beau Hewitt after his
courageous battle with Stage 4 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma. Beau’s love for footy and his unwavering
commitment to his team inspired everyone who knew him.

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the entire Raiders community — and to all the clubs across our district — for
the incredible support shown to Beau, his family, and his teammates during this difficult time. Your compassion
and solidarity truly reflected the strength and spirit of our rugby league community.

In Beau’s honour, we hosted the Beau Hewitt Cup on Mother’s Day during the A Grade clash with the Narrabeen
Sharks — a fitting tribute as Beau had proudly played for both clubs. While the scoreboard didn’t fall in our
favour, the day was a powerful celebration of Beau’s life, bringing together families, friends, and players from
across the community. His spirit will forever live on with both the Raiders and the Sharks, and he will always be
remembered as #6 by his teammates.



MONA VALE RAIDERS
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Looking Ahead

As I step down after three years as President, I want to sincerely thank our players, parents, volunteers,
committee members, sponsors, supporters and the other clubs in the MWDJRL. It has been a privilege to lead
this club, share in the victories, celebrate milestones, and witness the growth of our players and community. I
look forward to remaining involved in a committee role and watching the Raiders grow even stronger in 2026.

Through every season, our goal remains the same: to ensure players have fun, develop their skills, make lifelong
friends, and experience the community spirit that makes the Raiders so special.



NARRABEEN SHARKS

The 2025 season marked the 93rd year of the Narrabeen Sharks Junior Rugby League Football Club, a proud
milestone in our long-standing contribution to the game and our community.

This year the club successfully fielded 27 teams across all age groups, demonstrating both growth and stability
within our playing base.

On the competition front, the Sharks enjoyed a strong season with seven teams qualifying for their respective
grand finals. Of these, three were crowned premiers:

Under 12(1) Girls Tag

Under 14(1) Girls Tag

Under 15s

These results reflect the commitment of our players, coaches, and volunteers, and highlight the strength of our
development pathways.

The continued success of the Sharks would not be possible without the dedicated efforts of our committee, who
once again worked tirelessly throughout the year to ensure smooth operations both on and off the field. Their
contribution underpins everything we achieve as a club.

As we close our 93rd season, the Narrabeen Sharks remain committed to fostering participation, supporting
player development, and upholding the values of rugby league within the Manly Warringah District.

Isaac Freudenstein
President
Narrabeen Sharks JRLFC
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NARRAWEENA HAWKS

The 2025 season has seen another fantastic year of rugby league on the Northern Beaches and at the
Narraweena Hawks.

First and foremost a huge thankyou goes to our incredible new and returning sponsors for the ongoing support –
your generosity has helped over 250 players to enjoy the great game of rugby league. Special mention goes to
Abate Fire Protection Services who returned this year as our major sponsor, as well as CMS Surveyors, Manly
Leagues, Dee Why Bowling Club, Astute Advisors, Everest Risk Group, Anchor Health and T5 Demolition. We
would also like to thank our Open Men’s Gold major sponsor, Chickalicious. Thank you all for your generosity.

This year unfortunately saw a decrease in registration numbers in comparison to 2024. There were a number of
factors contributing to this decline including a lack of volunteers available to Coach, the growing conflict
between mandatory school sport games and the Rugby League draw and a loss of some of our female teams.
One highlight this year was fielding an all-girls team who played in the U12 Silver division. This team had great
success throughout the year and possess a lot of talent. The girls made it to the Grand Final for the U12 Bronze
division and claimed Premiership glory. We are excited to follow the growth and success of this team in their
future endeavours.

A club of our size and the diversity of teams we field each season simply couldn’t function without the
dedication and hard work of our volunteers. We extend a heartfelt thank you to our incredible coaches, team
managers, first aiders, trainers, ground managers, and all those who work behind the scenes. Your time, energy,
and commitment ensure that our players can take the field each week, learn, grow, and compete in a safe and
supportive environment. Your contributions are truly the backbone of our club, and we are deeply grateful.
Thank you!

This club, like all community clubs, is built on the efforts of volunteers — in addition to the on-field volunteers,
many people stepped up and contributed their time and energy on the BBQ, in the canteen, set up and pack
down of fields, or simply lent a hand wherever needed — your support did not go unnoticed. It’s this collective
spirit that keeps our club running and creates the environment our players and families enjoy. 

A huge thank you to all who helped, and a special acknowledgment to those who consistently went above and
beyond throughout the season. Some special mentions in this regard go to the following:
- Andrew Maxwell, our Volunteer of the Year, who commenced the year as Club Vice President and stepped up
into the President role which was vacated halfway through the season. His tireless commitment, leadership and
genuine passion for the Club have been the driving force behind many of our achievements both on and off the
field. From being at every field set up for our home games, to staying until pack up, helping as Ground Manager
or Level 1 Trainer as needed; assisting the Men’s Open Gold team, whilst also Coaching an U8s team – Andrew’s
efforts have made a lasting impact on players, families and supporters alike. We are truly grateful for his time,
energy and unwavering support of the Hawks.
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- Vanessa Anastasio, our dedicated and reliable canteen manager who has made a huge difference in keeping
things running smoothly and ensuring our members and visitors always feel welcome. From organising stock to
running out and throwing on a Ground Manager vest, Vanessa’s support for our Club is valued and her efforts
have not gone unnoticed.
Alongside Vanessa we thank Summer Wood, who worked in the canteen every home game to help alleviate the
pressure that comes with depending on volunteers. We are truly grateful for the time and energy Vanessa and
Summer have given and greatly appreciate all you have done for our community.

- Carly Dircks, who is our Club Person of the Year and is responsible for all of our socials as the Hawks Social
Media Manager. Carly has done an incredible job keeping our community connected – sharing opportunities to
get involved, celebrating our players’ and teams’ successes, highlighting our valued sponsors and ensuring
everyone was up to date with the weekend draw times. Her energy, professionalism and commitment have
made a real difference, and we are so grateful for the time and passion she has given to the role.

- Russ Williams, our 2024 Club President. Although Russ did not hold an executive committee position this year,
his ongoing support behind the scenes was invaluable. He continued to offer guidance, administrative
assistance, and a steady hand to both the President and Secretary throughout the season. Russ's commitment to
the club and willingness to step in when needed reflects his genuine passion for our community and the game.
We sincerely thank him for his continued dedication and support.

Across the club we had great on field success – 3 premiership teams (U12 Bronze, U14G and U16 Silver Girls) and
another 2 grand finalists; our 12G and 13G teams. Well done!

I’d like to call out our executive officers’ team of Andrew, Mick and Wendy, as well as our subcommittee
members – Vanessa, Carly, John, Russ and Joe. Thank you for your outstanding commitment and leadership in
helping run our rugby league club. Your hard work behind the scenes has played a vital role in keeping our Club
strong and united. You all have such busy jobs and families and the time, energy and passion you give to the
Club is greatly appreciated. Thank you!

Finally, a big thank you to MDJRL, NSWRL, and all the clubs across the Northern Beaches for the role you play in
making this district and this game so special. The Hawks are proud to be part of such a strong and supportive
rugby league community, and we look forward to continuing our work together next season to keep building on
the momentum.

Brooke Williams
Club Secretary
Narraweena Hawks JRLFC



NORTH CURL CURL KNIGHTS

2025 was another season peppered with washouts and ground movements due to closed, rain-sodden fields.
However, NSWRL and Manly JRL did such a great job to get as many games as possible played in trying
circumstances, so we would like to take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to all those involved in
adjusting the fixtures, as well as the Clubs who took on games at the last minute when other fields were closed. 

This year, we were able to field teams from U6-U9, along with U11, U13 and U18 age groups. We had good
numbers in the younger age groups again which augers well for team numbers going forward and already some
interest from new players for 2026 in the mini age groups. However, our numbers in the older ages dropped off
for various reasons. So, it’s back to the drawing board for the Knights this off-season to find ways of enticing
past players to return to the game and new players to give Rugby League a go.

Congratulations, again, to our U13s who made it through to their 4 th Grand Final in a row! The result in the GF
may not have gone the way we would have liked, but that didn’t stop the boys giving it absolutely everything in
that game and all season. Hampered at times by school Rugby clashes, the team did so well to make it to their
4th consecutive Grand Final and we could not be more proud of them. Well done to David, Josh, Bec, Kelly, Ben
and Solomon on another fabulous season.

As always, our biggest thanks of the season goes to our amazing Coaches, Managers, Trainers and Game Day
Volunteers. The Club would be nothing without all these amazing people and seeing the hard work they put in
every week so the kids can run on the field in Knights colours fills us with so much gratitude. We all know how
hard it is to get people to put their hand up each season, so knowing we have some amazing people willing to
help out wherever needed makes it a pleasure to be involved with the mighty Knights!

Looking forward to a rain-free 2026, full of great Rugby League!

Carly Tracey 
Club Secretary 
North Curl Curl Knights JRLF
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