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AFFILIATED CLUBS
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AIMS & GOALS

To foster and manage Junior Rugby League Football throughout the Northern Beaches Government area
in accordance with all rules, regulations and the laws of the game as laid down or determined from time
to time by the MWDJRFL Inc or such higher authority. 

To promote, encourage, advance and develop Junior Rugby within the area as determined above.

To adjudicate on all disputes and difficulties between affiliates clubs within the District, or between
individual members of any such affiliated club.

To obtain improved facilities and playing areas. 

To promote skills development and ensure that all coaches, sports trainers and referees are fully
accredited before they can officiate at games in our area

To advance the interests of the Clubs within the District and support the Manly Warringah District Rugby
League Football Club Limited. 

To explore sponsorship opportunities that will benefit and promote the playing of junior rugby league. 
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OFFICE BEARERS & LIFE MEMBERS

PATRONS
Cliff Lyons, Warwick Bulmer

LIFE MEMBERS
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J L Munro*
G Ashton*
D Stewart*

J Kirkwood*
H Hall*

C Wardrope*
W Loader*
H Horne*

J W Cameron*
E A Langford*
A J Warman*
R E Hudson*

K R Arthurson*
J L Martin*
R Hannon*

J C Blue*
D O Joyce*

W Crocker*
G Gilbert*

P McClenchey*
J M Thomson*

J S Campbell*
O Thorley*
J Collins*

M Harvey*
H J Huston*

A G Thomson*
M W Nicholson*

C F Rickert*
E R Bell*

A C O’Donnell*
S R Hardie*

D Butler*
D Murdoch*

C Mills*
H Franklin*

K Jones *
R Wheeler*

H Burns*
A McPherson

A D Butler

J Nicholson*
F Hogan*

B Scanlon*
V Hannam*
R W Brown*
K J Edwards*

R J Dean OAM*
B W Gleeson*

F J Hegarty*
W Grono*

K McRoberts*
S Raffo

D Miller
L Whitehead

J C Mashman*
R G Carlisle*

D F Ford*
M D Lamb
B Bowtell*

R Dyer

B Langham*
M Hegarty

G McGuiness
F Cridland

P O’Dwyer*
J Brutnell

E Galloway
G Knox*

W Bulmer
R Butcher
C Burdon
N Bertoli*
G Glover*
A Skinner

J Fox
B Friend OAM
D Naughton*

S Tonga
K Hunter
M Covey

* denotes deceased life member



BOARD OF DIRECTORS & MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT 
Kim Hunter

VICE PRESIDENT
Frank Sergi

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Matt Brown

FINANCE DIRECTOR
Tom Akhurst

COMPETITION DIRECTOR
Les Elliott

REGISTRAR
Bob Butcher

QUALIFICATIONS CHAIRMAN
Les Elliott
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GROUNDS DIRECTOR
Vacant 

JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN
Brian Friend

INSURANCE DIRECTOR
Tom Akhurst

DELEGATE TO NSW COMMUNITY RL 
ASSOCIATION

John Fox & Bob Butcher

DELEGATE TO MWDRLFC
Kim Hunter

DELEGATE TO MANLY REFEREES 
ASSOCIATION

Brian Friend



Pop Hall Memorial Trophy
(Club judged to have done most for the Rugby League code in the District)

HARBORD UNITED DEVILS

L&V Engineering and Belrose Trophy
(Senior Club Champions)

NARRAWEENA HAWKS

Coll Mills Trophy
(Club Champions)

MONA VALE RAIDERS & 
NARRAWEENA HAWKS

Kane Mason Award
(Junior International Encouragement Award)

LACHIE DAVIS

PERPETUAL AWARDS
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Presidents Award

TOM AKHURST



PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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On behalf of the Board of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League, I am pleased to present this report
for the 2024 season.

This year we had 2,937 players registered which was a 9.35% increase on the 2023 registered number of players.
Continuing a good growth in numbers over recent seasons i.e. 505 additional players (20.75%) increase over the
past two seasons.
2024: 2,937
2023: 2,686
2022: 2,432
2021: 2,453 (COVID)
2020: 1,983 (COVID)
2019: 2,012

There were 183 teams in 2024 compared to 174 teams in 2023.
Summary of recent seasons: -
2024: 183
2023: 174
2022: 170
2021: 172
2020: 149
2019: 148

The number of male players registered of 2,209 showed an increase of 36 players compared to 2023. While
female players registered of 728 was an increase of 215 players (42%) over the previous season.

The number of volunteers registered of 709 showed a 13% increase on the registrations for 2023.

Once again many of our teams played in combined competitions conducted by the NSWRL. With Cromer
Kingfishers defeating Belrose Eagles in the Grand Final of the Central Northern Open Age Gold Competition.

The Manly District JRL in conjunction with the Manly Leagues Club and the Manly Warringah Sea Eagles for the
first time entered a team in the Sydney Shield for the 2024 season. The team established themselves as a team
with a strong future in the Sydney Shield under the guidance of coach Anthony Watmough. The main purpose
of this team is to build a pathway towards a strong and more vibrant future for players from our junior league.

It is important to highlight the financial assistance provided by the Manly Leagues Club which has supported the
Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League for many years. This season the Manly Leagues Club continued to
provide additional funding for the majority of our Clubs in the way of sponsorship. This offer was open to all of
our Clubs with the majority of the Clubs taking up the Manly Leagues sponsorship offer.



PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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I would like to thank the Leagues Club Board for their contribution and assistance including use of Club facilities
when required. The continued financial support of the Manly Leagues Club is paramount to our District Junior
Rugby League. Please support the Manly Leagues Club with your patronage and consider joining as a member if
you are not already a member of the Manly leagues Club.

I would also like to thank the Manly Warringah District Football Club who provide general corporate guidance
and assistance when appropriate.

Thank you to my fellow Board Members, Matt Brown, Tom Akhurst, Les Elliott, Bob Butcher and Frank Sergi as
well as Brian Friend our Judiciary Chairman for their contributions during the 2024 season.

I would also like to express the appreciation of the District JRL Board as well on behalf of all our Clubs for all the
work and support over the past year that Lauren Coltman, Kate Smeal and Ruby Watterson from NSWRL
provided to our District Junior League.

My appreciation to all the players, club executives and club volunteers and to all our referees for their efforts
during the season and to everyone that helped out and contributed at our Grand Final at the end of the season.

In my eighth year as President, I would like to thank everyone who contributed in some way to the running of
the game in our District and I look forward to seeing everyone back again in 2025.

Kim Hunter
President
Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc.



SECRETARY'S REPORT
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Season 2024 saw a rise in participation of over 200 players. A vast majority is in the female part of the game.
Although this is a pleasing result, we still need to improve our numbers in the mini section of our game. 

This season saw the introduction of the NRLs Player Development Framework, which changed the laws of the
game in the minis through to 13’s. Only time will tell if this will be a success
This year we had a relatively uninterrupted season which culminated in a great weekend of Grand Finals. For the
1st time we held our Sunday Grand Finals at Rat Park which turned out to be extremely successful on all fronts.
Well done to all Grand Finalist and Congratulations to the winners. I would like to thank Geoff Toovey and Steve
“Stats” Woodley for their contribution in making the Grand Finals a success.

Overall, it has been another successful year for the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League.

I would like to Thank Manly Leagues Club for their continued and increased support to not only the Junior
League but also to all our clubs. I would like to encourage all clubs to patronage the Leagues Club as much as
possible.

Thank You to Lauren Coltman and Ruby Watterson for all your work getting games sorted each week. I wish Loz
all the best with the birth of your second child and welcome to Donna Smith to the roll of NSWRL Club Support
Coordinator. 

Thank You to all the club volunteers and parents for their contribution of getting fields set up and put away,
manning canteens, getting kids to games and trainings, without you there is no game.

Thank you to all the referees and officials who turn up week in and week out.

Finally, I would like to thank my fellow board members for all their unseen contributions throughout the year

Matt Brown
MWDJRL
Secretary



TREASURER'S REPORT
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On behalf of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League Incorporated (“Junior League”), I am
pleased to present the financial position for the 2024 season.

The Junior League operated at a small financial surplus in 2024 with Total Operating Income slightly higher than
the Total Operating Expenses for the year.

Grants & Sponsorship have always been an important source of income for the Junior League. The Manly
Leagues Club has been a perpetual financial supporter of the Junior League and this year was no exception. The
Manly Leagues Club generously contributed $125,750 to the Junior League and its associated Clubs through both
their annual grant, and jersey sponsorship. For the second year, the Manly Leagues logo was proudly displayed
on the back of players and referees jerseys throughout the Manly Warringah District. I would like to again thank
the Manly Leagues Club for their tremendous support of rugby league in the Manly Warringah district, it is
greatly appreciated. In addition, I would ask all affiliated Clubs to please encourage your supporters to join the
Manly Leagues Club, if they are not already a member.

The grand final weekend was a great finish another successful season. Despite the Sunday grand finals being
played at Rat Park, due to the unavailability of Brookvale Oval, the net financial contribution to the bottom line
was a healthy $12,728. For the second successive year, grand finals were played on Friday night at Brookvale
Oval. This again proved to be a success and certainly looks like it could be here to stay for the foreseeable future.
From an operating expense perspective, Insurance cost ($99,909) continue to remain the largest operating
expense for the Junior League. In fact, Insurance costs increased by 50% in 2024 compared to 2023, primarily
due to a significant increase in insurance rates. Combined with Referees Fees ($65,438), which were in line with
2023 cost, and Northern Beaches Council Sports Field User Fees ($46,086), these three expenses account for 83%
of the total operating expenses for the year.

Finally, a huge “thank you” to all the Club Committees, volunteers, players, parents and supporters that have
made 2024 another successful year of rugby league in Manly Warringah.

With rugby league thriving on the Northern Beaches, I look forward to seeing everyone again, for a bigger and
better season, in 2025.

Tom Akhurst
Treasurer
MWDJRLFC



There have been plenty of bright moments for the Manly-Warringah Referees Association this year. For the first
time since 2008, and just the 15th time in the 92-year history of the association, two Life Members were inducted
in the same year. Between Keith Povah and Laurie Lawira there are 35 years of membership and 24 years of
service on the board. The pair have held various other roles in that time too and have a passion for coaching and
development, which saw them both join the team of Junior Development Squad Match Day Coaches and
Assessors. Their exposure to the coaching techniques and expectations of the inter-district competition were
hugely beneficial in the knowledge and experience they brought back to district level.

Zac McDonald and Todd Smith steered the coaching and development program this season. Zac ran three
courses at various points in the year, as the Association welcomed around 30 new referees. Most of these were
recruited through local clubs, which is largely done through their own initiatives and must be applauded. Zac
and Keith spent countless hours every weekend providing guidance and ensuring they were all looked after. The
new and returning referees should also be acknowledged for having such a high level of enthusiasm and a
willingness to juggle their playing and refereeing commitments.

On the field, the district’s top appointment - the Central Northern Open Age Gold grand final - went to Jake
Walsh for the third time. Keith also achieved a remarkable feat, appointed as a touch judge to the top game for
the 10th time. Emerging referees Will Keep and Josh Leigh finished the season with the top two junior grand
finals and capped off a great year with invitations to trial for next year’s Junior Rep squad, continuing a long
lineage of talented officials to come from the Manly-Warringah Referees Association. It is a great reflection on
the quality of Rugby League that is played on the peninsula. 

Todd continued to go from strength to strength at the NRL, finishing his season with an elimination final and
winning the Bill Harrigan Award for most improved. Matt Noyen also had a strong season, appointed as a touch
judge in the preliminary final. Charlie Suters, Luke Saldern and Luke Heckendorf represented the district
superbly at the NSWRL level, while Alex LeGeyt and Jake Walsh were part of the Junior Development squad.

What we do as an association is only made possible by our valuable sponsors, Axia Office, Manly Leagues Club
and McDonald’s. We are truly grateful for their continued support.

On a sad note, it would be remiss not to mention the passing of a dear friend of our Association, Danielle Kifooti.
Danielle was a long time supporter of referees in our district, even before she started working with the NSWRL
and before her daughter, Rebekah, joined our Association. For many years Danielle was the friendly face at
Junior League meetings and at fields, also quick to defend a junior referee and confront a problematic spectator.
She had a great passion for rugby league and for the district that is sorely missed by all of us.

Manly Referees Association

REFEREES REPORT
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JUDICIARY REPORT
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 I think this is the first season that there has not been an investigation into a send off (replacement) since I first
became involved with the MWDJRLFC Judiciary panel in 1994. This is not to say there weren’t some problems
during games, but it may be the fact that some of our junior referees decided to handle the matter in a more
subdued way. I presume NSW Rugby League handled the Code of Conduct issues themselves or the Ground
Managers were not skilled enough to proceed with any problems that arose during games. BUT, that is not our
problem, we were ready to handle any matters that were forwarded to our panel.

Anyway, I thank all the clubs for keeping me informed if any matters did arise, but no action taken.

 Let’s hope next year is a similar one and Rugby League in the Manly, Warringah, Pittwater area grows bigger
and better, and it is good to see the girls enjoying their games.

 I am proud to say that Avalon Bulldogs conducted a Ground Manager Course at their club and 24 participants
attended.

I thank all the clubs for keeping in touch with me when matters needed attention.

Regards, Brian Friend OAM
MWDJ RLFC Judiciary Chairman
MWDJRLFC Life Member



AVALON BULLDOGS
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We started the 2024 season with some really challenging wet weather conditions, from complete washouts of
rounds to partial washouts which forced some teams to do midweek catch up games. I would like to thank both
Mona Vale Raiders and Narrabeen Sharks for accommodating our teams at their fields during these wet weather
weeks, just so our kids could get their games in and try to get some consistency week in and week out. 

We fielded 17 teams in total this season from U6’s through to the U17’s in tackle and our Blues Tag continues to
grow with 3 U12’s teams, 1 U14’s, 1 U16’s and a U18’s Tag team. We had 4 teams represent our club in Grand Finals
this year, but unfortunately it wasn’t our year and all the teams went down in close matches. Thank you to all our
Coaches, Managers, Trainers, Ground managers and Parents that support our kids at training and game day and
wear the Bulldogs logo with pride, it shows on the field and on the sidelines. We had 24 new Ground Managers
do their course this year to relieve pressure on the same people in our club for game day and what a difference it
has made, you are all awesome people for stepping up and taking on this challenging role.

 The Avalon Bulldogs introduced some life skills courses for the older age groups this year being Find Ya Feet and
Relationships Australia. These courses were very well supported by our players, and we will be continuing them
in the future. 

A HUGE thank you needs to go out to our Sponsors; we can’t run the club without you and every sponsor has been
so generous this season. We were able to offer our players a training bag and a team hoodie with the sponsors
logo on them, including all their playing gear, this was achieved from their donations. We have also purchased a
new Defibrillator, a large slushie machine for both our Winter and Summer Touch Comps and a new custom
stainless steel commercial BBQ area, complete with sinks and under bench scope fridges. These three items have
been donated by a family within our club and we can’t thank you enough for your generosity. 

Congratulations to Anthony Collins for achieving Avalon Bulldogs Life Membership at the last AGM, you have and
continue to serve the club over the years, and we thank you for everything you have done for the club Finally, our
committee, thanks to every one of you, everyone has put in a huge amount of effort and time behind the scenes
to keep our club running. Michelle Bridger for securing our sponsors and the weekly players vouchers, Emma
Dixon for organizing our playing gear, Brian Friend for countless hours ground managing and running courses
and looking after our referees, Paul Collins for a huge amount of hours keeping the club running with all the day
to day chores and liquor licensing , Anthony Collins for keeping on top of our finances and canteen, Irene for
running the canteen week after week, Matt Eding covering the coaching coordinator role and finally Jazmin Ball
where do I start ? Jaz covers the secretary and registrar roles in winter and takes on the mammoth role of registrar
for Summer Touch, this girl has put in thousands of hours work this year for our club all day and night seven days
a week, I don’t know what I would have done without you in my first year as President. 

Thankyou to Lauren Coltman for everything you have done for the Junior League, it was a very challenging season
and we appreciate your hard work.

 I would also like to thank my family, especially my wife Eileen. The role of President takes up a lot of family time
and it is a joint effort. Here’s to a great year and an even stronger one in 2025

 Ian Dalgleish 
Avalon Bulldogs JRLFC Club President



BEACON HILL BEARS

2024 was another successful year for the Bears. Our registration numbers were steady as we lost a team, however
we welcomed many new players and families that contributed greatly to a fantastic culture throughout the club.
We fielded teams in the Under 6’s, 9’s (two teams) and Under 12’s. The club’s goal is to field a new team of Under
6’s each year and then maintain/grow this team as they progress through the age groups.

Some highlights and thanks for the year:

The Under 6’s lead by Grant and Hannah recruited well and had a great year. The parent group all helped out and
made it an enjoyable season for our baby bears.

Bonnie Lussick drove the U9’s again and they fielded two strong teams. This age group is in safe hands with
Bonnie, Johhny and Jason Lussick calling the shots.
The Under 12’s had another successful season but unfortunately came up one game short and were defeated
in the semi-finals. Hopefully we can keep the team together as they enter high school.
We enjoyed another fantastic Bears Gala night at the Manly Pacific. The night was a huge success, great fun
and fundraiser. Thanks to Bonnie and crew for driving this function.
Our Club Person of the Year was awarded to Jason May for his huge effort in helping out wherever required.
Congratulations!
The canteen, thanks to everyone for pitching in making the canteen such a success. We had limited home
games and each of them was very profitable for the club. The canteen ran smoothly which is a credit to all the
age groups.
Our fabulous new & returning sponsors. Thank you so much for your support, particularly in the current
environment. Without your support, the club cannot survive.

The committee. Thanks again for your efforts. With such a small club, a lot of the work falls onto this team, and
you all just get it done. It’s very much appreciated.
Coaches and Managers. Thanks for all your hard work and guidance you provided across the season. All the teams
were noticeably better at the end of the season due to your dedication at training and game day. 
All the parents. A big thanks to all of you for assisting when required on the BBQ, packing up the field or helping at
training. You’re a big reason this club will continue to grow.

As my time as President comes to an end, thanks to everyone for the unwavering support over the past 6 years. I’ve
loved being part of the club and making so many lifelong friendships. I will miss Saturdays up at Beacon Hill Oval!!
All the best to our 2025 committee, led by our new President, Bonnie Lussick. I look forward to seeing the club go
from strength to strength under your guidance.

Go the Bears!!
Grant Jennings
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BELROSE EAGLES
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It was another challenging but rewarding year for the Belrose Eagles. We experienced a slow start to the season,
with a great deal of frustration around the number of games that were washed out due to wet weather and poor
ground conditions. However, despite these early setbacks, the club showed incredible resilience and
determination to make it through to the end of the season on a high note.

The club was thrilled to welcome back a second A-grade squad after a few years, with a team made up
predominantly of passionate Belrose juniors eager to return to the game. The season had its highs and lows, but
they’ve laid a strong foundation to build upon for the future.

Another highlight was fielding two 14’s Blues Tag teams this year, which clearly demonstrates the ongoing
interest and inclusivity in this great game. Both Blues Tag teams had an outstanding season, culminating in
them facing each other in the Blue Tags Silver grand final. It was a hard-fought match, with the BT1 team
emerging victorious after a stella season.

Our other junior teams also shone brightly, with three of our teams reaching the grand finals. The development
and passion shown by our younger players bodes well for the future of the club and I look forward to watching
their progress in the years to come.

Our Senior A Grade Gold team reached their third consecutive grand final, which is an incredible achievement
and attests to the comradery and dedication that the team has created through their journey. Although they
were beaten this year, we remain immensely proud of their efforts and the commitment they’ve shown to the
club.

Unfortunately, a couple of our key fundraising events were taken from us this year due to factors outside of our
control. Despite this, we were still able to raise over a healthy profit for the newly established Injured Players
Fund, which will be a crucial resource for our players moving forward.

A special thank you to our sponsors who continue to support us year after year. Your contributions are
invaluable and allow us to keep building the club. I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
volunteers who stepped up this year – your hard work and dedication make everything possible. However, we
are always in need of more help, so if you’re interested in contributing in any way, shape, or form, please don’t
hesitate to get involved.

Looking ahead to the new year, we will be implementing increased governance measures to ensure we are
building a club that is sustainable and well-positioned for the future. We are excited about what lies ahead and
look forward to seeing the club continue to grow and succeed.

Thank you to everyone for your ongoing support, and we look forward to another great season in the year
ahead.



It is with immense pride and excitement that I reflect on the 2024 season for Cromer Kingfishers JRLFC. This
year has been nothing short of spectacular, and the passion, commitment, and sense of community within the
club has truly shone through. From the smallest Under-6 players to our seasoned Open Age teams, every
player, coach, volunteer, and supporter has contributed to making this year a resounding success.

One of the highlights of our season was undoubtedly the growth in our grassroots program. Nothing has been
more heartening than watching our Under-6s field three full teams. Grassroots development is the lifeblood
our club, and the excitement, energy, and enthusiasm these young players bring to the field remind us all why
we do what we do. It's about fostering a love for the game from the very first kick of the ball, and seeing the
next generation of Kingfishers come through with such strength shows that the future of our club is bright.
We are not just building players; we are building a community, and the Under-6s have been a shining
example of that.

This year, we were proud to field the following teams across the club. 

Under-6 x 3 teams
 Under-7 
Under-8 
Under-11 x 2 teams 
Under-13 
Under-12 TAG x 2 teams 
Under-14 TAG x 2 teams
Under-16 TAG x 3 teams 
Under-18 TAG 
Open Age Silvers Open Age Gold

Each of these teams represents the heart and soul of Cromer Kingfishers. Every week, they demonstrated
resilience, determination, and sportsmanship, and nearly all our teams advanced to the finals series. This no
small feat, especially considering the challenging start to the season, where wet weather disrupted early
momentum. However, our players, coaches, and teams rose to the occasion, turning the season around and
showing the fighting spirit that Cromer Kingfishers is known. Of the teams that reached the finals, we are
particularly proud of the achievements of our Under-12 (2) and Open Age Gold sides. The Under-12 (2) TAG
team’s journey to the grand final was a rollercoaster emotions, culminating in a nail-biting showdown against
Mona Vale. Down 10-4 at half-time, our young Kingfishers showed tremendous grit and perseverance,
fighting back under the lights at Mona Vale to secure a thrilling 12-10 victory. It was a true display of never
giving up, and watching them lift the trophy after such a dramatic comeback will remain one of the highlights
of this season.                                                                                                                                         

CROMER KINGFISHERS
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CROMER KINGFISHERS
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 Our Open Age Gold team, after the heartbreak of last year’s grand final loss, came into this season something
to prove. From the very start, they were a force to be reckoned with, dominating the competition and showing
why they were the team to beat. Their journey culminated in an emphatic 30-4 victory over Belrose in the
grand final. It was a masterclass in teamwork, skill, and sheer determination. Every member of the team
should be incredibly proud of what they’ve achieved this year. Well done, boys – you’ve set the bar high and
made the entire club proud. 

Our U16 (1) TAG team, after their incredible Grand Final win in 2023, faced tough competition this year
unfortunately went down to Mona Vale in the 2024 Grand Final. Despite the result, we are immensely proud
of their hard work, determination, and the way they represented the club throughout the season. They gave
the all and have shown incredible growth as a team, embodying the spirit of Cromer Kingfishers. Well done to
the players and coaches – we know they'll come back stronger next year!

Of course, none of this would be possible without the incredible support of our sponsors. Your generosity and
commitment to Cromer Kingfishers go far beyond the financial contributions; you are our partners in our
journey, and we are deeply grateful. This year, we worked tirelessly to ensure your businesses were
showcased across our club, from field signage to jerseys, shorts, and training gear, as well as regular posts on
our social media channels. Your names are synonymous with Cromer Kingfishers, and we are proud to carry
that partnership forward. A special thank you to:       

URM 
Time and Tide Hotel 
Scotty’s Bakehouse 
Warringah Timbers
Wicked Air 
Devitts Waite & Co
Plateau Earthworks
Kelpie Concrete
Tilley’s Performance
Phoenix Recovery
TLE Northern Beaches
Magnum Boots
EBS Building
Brookvale Mitsubishi
Forsyth Pest Control
Anthony’s Chickens
Aura Trees
McGrath Realty
SCM Tyre and Auto Paladin
DMK Forest Products Manly Leagues                                                    



CROMER KINGFISHERS
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Your contributions have not only enabled us to provide our players with the resources they need but have
already ensured the continued growth and success of our club. You are truly the backbone of this club, and we
thank you for being a part of the Kingfisher family. 

To our committee, volunteers, and everyone who has worked tirelessly behind the scenes – your dedication and
hard work are the engine that drives Cromer Kingfishers. Whether it’s organizing game days, managing
logistics, or ensuring that everything runs smoothly week in and week out, your efforts do not go unnoticed. 

A special mention to: 

Ngaro Family
Awhina O’Callaghan and Family
Bamberry Family
Mansfield Family
Francis 
Saki 
Davis Family

Your contributions, along with those of Meagean Gosselin, Ben Kew, Mal Grech, Terri-Anne Moroney, Vin
Ngaro, Matt Bamberry, Francis Katoa & Brad Shakespeare have been invaluable. Whether it's a Saturday or
Sunday, or even the occasional Friday night game, you are there, supporting and making sure everything is
place. You are the stars behind the scenes, and we are incredibly fortunate to have such a dedicated group of
people supporting the club. 

Finally, to every single player, past and present – you are what makes this club so special. Your passion,
dedication, and love for the game are what keep Cromer Kingfishers moving forward. Whether you’re a ju just
starting your rugby league journey or a senior who has been with us for years, you are all part of t Kingfishers
family, and we are incredibly proud of what you’ve achieved this year.

As we look forward to 2025, we are excited about the possibilities and the opportunities that lie ahead. season
has set a strong foundation, and with the momentum we’ve built, the future of Cromer Kingfishers looks
brighter than ever. Let’s continue to build on this success, strive for even greater heights, and bring even more
glory to o beloved club. 

Bring on 2025! 

Shane Higginbotham
President, Cromer Kingfishers



The club picked up right from where we left off in 2023. Our numbers have grown with over 210 club
members. We gained 3 teams that we didn’t have last year with u7- u12- u18. All our junior teams played in
division 1 which is a first. They exceeded expectations and all made it to finals coming excruciating close to
the big final game.

Our u6 team grew exponentially as we welcomed Manly Cove to our club. There were a lot of first timers to
the game, I take my hat off to the Coach & Manager teaching the kids how to use the tags. With the high
numbers, we were able to field an u7s team too. All they wanted to do was tackle, so it was good to see when
they finally got to and had a blast for the remainder of the season. Our returning teams, u11-13-14s
represented the club with their exciting, high entertaining performances week in week out.

One of the teams we gained this year was our u12s, a merger with Manly Cove. We barely scraped a team
together, and they played short most weeks but were a force to reckon with. They will only get bigger &
stronger with more players joining the side in 2025.

Our u17 & u18s joined forces this year to make one of the most impressive teams I’ve seen in years. Under the
guidance of squad coaches, John & Maurice, the boys bought in to the system and just excelled from the start.
They came so close to a maiden Grand Final and they deserved to be there.

Our Women’s team this year saw a lot of new faces to the club. It was a real learning curve for them, but they
took on every challenge front on and only just missed finals. The way the team bonded on & off the field,
shows true friendship & team spirit.

Our men’s team this year showed true grit and determination every week. We bled in a few of our u18s players
into the team this year and the experience they got from our seasoned players was next to none. It’s the same
boys that turn up week after week, year after year, that keeps our club running and the other clubs watching
their backs.

Special mention to our Representative players this year. Charlie Woolf & Dane Woollett playing in the Harold
Matthews side for Manly. Sam Woollett & Lachie Armstrong playing in the Manly Sydney Shield team. Nicole
Backhouse, Wanita Leatherby, Maddie Binding, Pier Pritchard, Riley McKay, Shiloh Phillips all making the
inaugural Manly Sea Eagles Women’s team. Congrats to you all.

A massive thank you to all of our club sponsors. Without your generosity and support, our great family run
club could not go on. We appreciate all your help and hopefully with your continued support, the Ferrets will
keep thriving and can give back to our members and future Ferret players. I have just locked in junior
sponsors for our jerseys for the next 3 yrs, which is amazing. We are always looking for new businesses to join
our club, so please don’t hesitate to reach out if you are interested.

FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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To all our Coaches, Managers, Trainers, Board Members, Volunteers, you are the backbone that holds this
club together. Without your endless hours of time spent at the oval helping out, we wouldn’t be the club we
are. We are a family, a Ferret family, and I wouldn’t have it any other way.

The grounds have never looked better, and with our new windows & shutters installed, the viewing deck in
the clubhouse has never been fuller.

I am looking to forward to hosting everyone at Ferretville next year.

Registrations are open! Don’t make us wait. Get in early.

Thank you

Scott Featherstone
Club President 2024.

FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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 Our 75th Anniversary season has been one to remember. It has been a privilege to be apart of a group of
people who strive to make this a better club for everyone. Once again, a rain disrupted season limited home
games, but once again we made the most of the season we had and success continued to follow.

With another year of huge growth in participation we have seen our club continue to push the threshold in
the pursuit of creating a pathway for our young boys, girls, men and women to continue to chase their
dreams. Those dreams may be playing at the highest level but for many of us, creating lifetime memories
with our mates is what it is all about.

In 2024 we have seen the following:

- Our first ever girls side.
- Our Under 14’s won their respective competition.
- Our under 15’s won their respective competition for the second year in a row.
- Our Senior Rugby League is now at 5 sides. With two under 15’s sides progressing to under 16’s in 2025 we will
once again see those number climb.
- We have seen a number of players from our club represent the Manly Sea Eagles in Development squads,
Harold Matthews and Sydney Shield.
- Hosted our 75th Anniversary Dinner with nearly 300 Devils from all generations who were together to
celebrate this amazing club.
- As a club we received the ‘H Pop Hall Memorial Trophy’ at the Manly Junior Rugby League Presentation
night. Recognised or being judged to have done the most for the rugby league code in the district.
It has been a privilege to once again be apart of such successful season. It is the work and contribution of all
our volunteers in the club that make this the place great.
To all our sponsors we would like to thank you for everything you contribute to ensure that we can support
community rugby league in the Freshwater Community. Without all of you this club would not be the club
that it is today.

2025 is just another opportunity waiting to happen. I cant wait to see everyone ready and raring to go in 2025.

Thank you for all your support.

Regards
Ben Smith
Club President

HARBORD UNITED DEVILS
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2024 was the year the Brothers family lost our most recent club president, a life member, and our brother in
Greg Keogh, who finally succumbed to the cancer he had been battling for many years. We continue to keep
his family in our thoughts and prayers as they adjust to life without him.

After serving in many roles in my (almost) 40 year association with Brothers, 2024 was my first year serving
as president. It has been a privilege to take the reins of the club this year. A very steep learning curve, which I
wouldn’t have survived without the support of many people. In particular John Fox who was the recipient of
the Clubman of the Year award this year. All committee members, coaches, managers, trainers, players and
parents have made another great commitment to our club in 2024, and we look forward to them all
returning in 2025 to do it all again. We had a number of first-time coaches this year. I thank them all for
picking up the clipboard and giving up their time to lead our players.

I would also like to acknowledge the employees of the NSWRL, volunteers at Manly Junior Rugby League,
and the other club officials who have helped with my initiation into the politics of grass roots rugby league
administration. There is a willingness across the game on the northern beaches to drive participation. To get
young boys and girls with a Steeden in their hand on a Saturday and Sunday, and I love being a part of this
movement.

Thankyou to all of our sponsors who made our season possible. Without your support, we would probably
still be playing footy, but with a much diminished experience. It is great to see so many local businesses
supporting participation in grass roots sports for our kids. I was especially heartened to see a willingness
from our sponsors to continue their support beyond cash injection, with involvement in our raffles, member
activations, and hosting of our events. We look forward to your continued support into the future.
On field, the hi-light for me was the addition of 2 new blues tag teams to our club. It is great to see the
increased female participation across the district.

Our top performers were our:
· U14 Maroon Tag team who made the grand final, but fell short,
· U11’s finishing a great season with a strong grand final victory, and
· U14 Boys tackle team, who secured a grand final win with a try on the final bell.

Our U13, U14 and U16 boys teams all had players participating in the Sea Eagles junior development system
this year. Luca Ghoreyshi, Ridhaan Balachandran (both U14), and Stan Clarke (U16) will continue training
through the off season as part of the manly development system, while Lukas Butler, Sonny Colella, Manu
Elliot, Kody Pickersgill and Henry Troy were all selected in the Sea Eagles Harold Matts squad for 2025.
It was a very rewarding season, and I look forward to getting into it again next year… just after a much
needed off season!

Mark West (Birdy)
2024 Manly Brothers President

MANLY BROTHERS
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MONA VALE RAIDERS
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The 2024 season has been remarkable for our club, despite the challenges of games being washed out,
cancelled mid-play, or rescheduled. This year, we celebrated several exciting changes: our club logo has been
revamped, we upgraded our training and playing gear, and we welcomed new sponsors into the Raiders family.
We also launched our Coaches Development program, held a successful fundraising event, reintroduced our
Under 14s end-of-season trip, and made progress with the council regarding our clubhouse renovations.

It has certainly been another fantastic year for the Raiders, with our registration numbers continuing to rise.
This season, we had 386 registered players, consisting of 208 in tackle and 178 in tag. We registered a total of 25
teams: 13 tackle teams and 12 tag teams. Our Under 16s team was a combined squad with players from both the
Raiders and Avalon Bulldogs. Additionally, our Under 19s team joined the Central West Competition,
competing against teams from Parramatta and Canterbury. This season, we had 7 teams advance to the Grand
Final. Special congratulations to our 4 teams that emerged victorious and became 2024 Premiers being Under
11-1, Tag 12-1, Tag 16-1 and Tag 16-3. 

We want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the Raiders community and the broader MWJRL community for your
incredible support of our Under 12s player, Beau Hewitt, in his battle against Stage 4 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma.
The ‘Thumbs Up for Beau’ campaign showcased the strength of our community, with various fundraising efforts
that truly made a difference. From the GoFundMe campaign to the lolly bags, our donation jar, and the Bands
for Beau made by young Oakley, your generosity and support have been inspiring. Thank you for rallying behind
Beau, Scott and his family during this challenging time. 

We are very proud as a club that we have taken the initiative to introduce a Welfare Officer role. The purpose of
this role is to promote mental well-being and resilience and create a supportive community for all members
(players, volunteers and families). Introducing a Welfare Officer is a significant step toward fostering a
supportive environment for everyone in the club. With his qualifications in mental health first aid, all club
members can feel reassured that they have a dedicated resource to turn to if required. It’s so important to
prioritise mental well-being and support, and having someone in place to facilitate confidential open
conversations will truly enhance our sense of community. 

We are excited to announce that we are looking to field both an Under 21s team and an A Grade team for the
2025 season! Additionally, we are eager to establish a girls’ tackle team for the 2025 season. 

Let’s never lose sight of the true spirit of our club: ensuring our players have fun, develop their skills, forge
lasting friendships, and enjoy a vibrant community atmosphere. In closing, we want to extend my heartfelt
thanks to everyone who has supported the club this season—our life members, committee members,
volunteers, players, parents, sponsors and supporters. Your contributions make our community club truly
special. 

We hope you’ve all enjoyed the 2024 season, and we can’t wait to welcome back to the Raiders for 2025!



NARRABEEN SHARKS

2024 done and dusted where did that season go... 

2024 was a very successful year on two accounts - we had more registrations than every before with over 400
players pulling on the black and white, with 5 teams reaching the Grand Final and 2 giving us amazing
premiership wins (U12 Blues Tag Whites and U14 BluesTag Maroons).  Unfortunately the 13's, 14's & 15's went
down at Brookie Oval. I know these teams are bitterly disappointed however losing a grand final makes winning
the next one even better. Congratulations to all these teams for amazing a season. 

This year saw us lose two very special life members - John “Pinhead” Perry and John “Bluey Rousell”, both of
these men have given selflessly to this great club over long periods of time - RIP men, you will be missed. 

A very special thank you to all of our amazing committee - Zac, Toni, Emma, Lisa, Drew, Scotty, Ryan, Susan,
Rhea, Jamaica, Amber, and Kylie. Without all of you, this season would not have run so seamlessly. A special
thank you to Susan and Jamaica taking on two roles that no one wants to do, the canteen manager and gear
steward. These are two very demanding roles and you both excelled, thank you. 

Thank you to all of our coaches, managers and volunteers. It can be a thankless job, but seeing your kids
enjoying their football because you guys have volunteered your time makes it all worthwhile. 

Thank you to all of our amazing sponsors, a lot of you have been with us for a long time and you keep giving
back each year, to ensure our players have the best training gear possible. This year we welcomed Pittwater RSL
as our major sponsor for both our junior teams and A grade teams.  Thank you to both Tammy and Jason for the
continuous support of the Sharkies, this partnership will be long lasting and we are excited to have them as part
of the Sharkies family. 

Lastly thank you to all of our players. To see the smile on your faces each week while you play the game we all
love makes the countless hours of volunteering all worthwhile. The mark of success of a junior rugby league club
is gauged on how many players return the following year, so hopefully you all enjoyed your footy enough to
come back in 2025. 

So on behalf of our great committee, we thank all of you for making this season a great one, see you all again
next year. 

Regards, 
Shane Bullock
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NARRAWEENA HAWKS

What a great year of rugby league on the Northern Beaches and at the Narraweena Hawks.

First and foremost a huge thankyou goes to our incredible new and returning sponsors for the ongoing support
particularly in a tight economy – your support has helped over 400 players - primarily kids - to enjoy the great
game of rugby league. Special mention goes to Abate Fire Protection Services who we welcomed onboard as
major sponsor this year, as well as Adrians Concrete, Manly Leagues, Dee Why Bowling Club and all of our other
wonderfully generous sponsors.

Our club continued the high period of growth we have experienced over the last few years with 19%
participation growth to greater than 400 male and female tackle rugby league players over 26 teams across all
ages. One highlight was welcoming back Opens Mens teams to the Hawks, with Gold and Bronze teams being
fielded for the first time in years. For many of our junior players and supporters it was an opportunity for them
to see for the first time fathers, uncles and brothers take the field which was a special community experience. In
addition, we fielded 4 female tackle teams (14s, 16s, 18s and Opens) with our 18s girls going on to premiership
glory.

The incredible growth, the size of the club and diversity of teams and their different needs would be impossible
to manage without our volunteers. A huge thank you to coaches, managers, first aiders and trainers who help
these players and teams take the field every week and compete. Many of these volunteers are wearing multiple
hats across multiple teams and should be commended. You have all helped these kids and adults enjoy the
game of rugby league and improve over the course of the year. Real success at grass roots level is measured in
smiles and engagement and we had that in spades. Thank you.

In addition to the on-field volunteers, it is very important to recognise and thank all those volunteers who
turned up week after week to assist on BBQ, in the canteen, field set ups and pack ups, in addition to ground
manager roles and helping around the club. This club, like all clubs, is built on volunteers and there were many
who truly went above and beyond this season. Some special mentions in this regard go to some often “unsung”
heroes:

- Vanessa Anastasio, our dedicated canteen manager and 2024 Narraweena Hawks club person of the year who
was constantly seeking to improve the offerings and experience at our canteen and put in countless hours on
weekends and during the week;

Brooke Williams, our volunteer of the year, who managed on and off field gear for 400 players plus official and
supporters gear, our online store, coordinating our celebration of Frank Cridland’s 50th anniversary of
volunteering, co-organised our presentation day and trophies for all ages;

Carly Dircks, who was responsible for setting up our new website and digitally took our club to a new level/era
with the socials this year – the feedback from the community was sensational and these efforts continue to
attract families to the club;
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NARRAWEENA HAWKS
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Megan Bowman, who co-organised presentation and was our sponsorship manager; who worked tirelessly pre
season and through the season to maximise our sponsorship efforts, manage relationships and really
professionalise our approach – thereby allowing us to further invest in our players and our club and secure our
financial position.

All of these women also managed at least one team.

Across the club we had great on field success – 4 premiership teams (U12G, U13G, U18 Girls and Open Bronze),
another 2 grand finalists, and several more that fell agonisingly short.

We are very grateful to the Northern Beaches Council, and our State member Mr Michael Regan and his team
for all your support and assistance in our journey towards improved facilities at Beverley Job to make rugby
league a safe and enjoyable experience for many more and look forward to continuing to work with you over the
coming years.
I’d like to call out our executive officers team of Tim, Liv, Mick, Wendy and Jenny, as well as our extensive
subcommittee members – Vanessa, Brooke, Carly, Megan, Michael, Ben, Aaron, John, Simmy, Maxie, Hilly, Joe
and Sio (sorry if I missed anyone). There is so much work on, and particularly off the field with which this group
tirelessly assists without complaint or often recognition.

Finally, many thanks to MDJRL, NSWRL and all the clubs on the beaches that make this district and this game
what it is. The Hawks look forward to continuing to work with you all next year and keeping up the momentum!

Russ Williams
Narraweena Hawks
Club President



NORTH CURL CURL KNIGHTS

We loved watching all our Knights play again this year, when the weather permitted! Whilst it was a frustrating
season at times with games being cancelled/postponed due to the rain, we appreciate everything Lauren and
Les did to try to reschedule as many games as possible, and particularly to the Clubs that again had to take on
extra games to accommodate moved games, often at the very last minute. Thank you so much to those Clubs
and their amazing volunteers!

2024 saw the implementation of the NRL’s Player Development Framework and a new format for our younger
age groups. As with anything new, there were a few minor ‘teething problems’ to iron out and some resistance
to the new rules but, overall, at least in the opinion of this author, this is a positive step forward for our game.
The kids will embrace it if the adults do!

Once again, we were able to field teams in most age groups up to U17s, with the exception of U9s, U11s and U14s.
It was great to see strong numbers in our Mini age groups again this season, which bodes well for the Mighty
Knights going forward. Our U18s from 2023 decided to test themselves in 2024 by playing in the U21s
competition, rather than U19s. This opened the door for players aged 18-21 to play in the team so created some
real depth for the season.

Congratulations to our U12s who made it through to their 3rd Grand Final in a row and, once again, came away
with the Premiership Trophy for the Silver Competition! Well done to Coach Steve, Managers Bec & Kelly and
Trainers David & Solomon on another fabulous season. Also, a big thanks to Steve and Bec for staying on even
though their son wasn’t playing this season. The dedication Steve & Bec have shown to this team is incredible
and the Grand Final win is a testament to both of them and how much they care about the Club, the team and,
most importantly, the kids.

Thank you to all our Coaches, Managers, Trainers and Game Day Volunteers. We literally couldn’t do it without
you! It’s getting harder each year to get people to put their hand up to help out, so we are very grateful for the
fantastic volunteers at the Knights. Our coaches embody the spirit of what it means to be a great coach and
mentor to our players and all our team managers keep the teams so well organised.

Finally, on behalf of the whole North Curl Curl Knights family, we would like to again pay our respects to two
very important people the Junior League lost this year, Danielle Kifooti and Greg Keogh. Danielle and Greg were
both such integral members of the Manly Junior League community over a significant number of years and their
loss will be felt for long time to come. Vale Danielle and Greg.

Looking forward to 2025 already 🏉🏉!

Carly Tracey
Club Secretary
North Curl Curl Knights JRLFC
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