
ANNUAL REPORT
2022




It all begins with the JRL

MANLY WARRINGAH DISTRICT JUNIOR
RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE INCORPORATED



CONTENTS

Affiliated Clubs

Aims & Goals

Office Bearers & Life Members

Board of Directors & Management Committee

Perpetual Awards

President's Report

Secretary's Report

Treasurer's Report

Referees Report

Club Reports

Avalon Bulldogs


Beacon Hill Bears


Belrose Eagles


Cromer Kingfishers


Forestville Ferrets


Harbord United Devils


Manly Brothers 


Mona Vale Raiders


Narrabeen Sharks


Narraweena Hawks


North Curl Curl Knights

Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc 2022 Annual Report 2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

19

20

21

24

25

26



AFFILIATED CLUBS
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AIMS & GOALS

To foster and manage Junior Rugby League Football throughout the Northern Beaches Government area
in accordance with all rules, regulations and the laws of the game as laid down or determined from time
to time by the MWDJRFL Inc or such higher authority. 

To promote, encourage, advance and develop Junior Rugby within the area as determined above.

To adjudicate on all disputes and difficulties between affiliates clubs within the District, or between
individual members of any such affiliated club.

To obtain improved facilities and playing areas. 

To promote skills development and ensure that all coaches, sports trainers and referees are fully
accredited before they can officiate at games in our area

To advance the interests of the Clubs within the District and support the Manly Warringah District Rugby
League Football Club Limited. 

To explore sponsorship opportunities that will benefit and promote the playing of junior rugby league. 
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OFFICE BEARERS & LIFE MEMBERS

PATRON
Cliff Lyons






VICE PATRONS 
Michael Regan - Mayor, Northern Beaches Council

Warwick Bulmer





LIFE MEMBERS
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K R Arthurson Snr*
J W Cameron*

G Ashton*
J Martin*
E R Bell*
J C Blue*

J W Campbell*
W Crocker*
G Gilbert*

H Hall*
R Hannon*
J Huston*
H Horne*
F Hogan*

W Loader*
P McClenchey*

J L Munro*
O Thorley*

C Wardrope
A J Warman*

S Hardie
A O’Donnell*

D Butler*
D Murdoch*

C Mills*
H Franklin

R Wheeler*
A D Butler
B Scanlon*
V Hannam

R Brown
R Dean*

B Gleeson
K Edwards
F Hegarty
W Grono*

K McRoberts*
S Raffo

L Whitehead
D Miller

R Carlisle*
J Mashman*

D Ford
M Lamb

G McGuiness
R Dyer

B Bowtell*
M Hegarty
B Langham
F Cridland

P O’Dwyer*
C Ricketts
J Brutnell

E Galloway

G Knox*
W Bulmer
B Butcher

M Nicholson*
J Nicholson

C Burdon
N Bertoli*
G Glover*
A Skinner

J Fox
B Friend

D Norton*
S Tonga

K Hunter
M Covey

* denotes deceased life member



BOARD OF DIRECTORS & MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE

PRESIDENT 
K Hunter



VICE PRESIDENT

M Brown



EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
M Brown



FINANCE DIRECTOR

T Akhurst



ASSISTANT FINANCE DIRECTOR
M Covey



COMPETITION DIRECTOR

L Elliott



QUALIFICATIONS CHAIRMAN
L Elliott



REGISTRAR

B Butcher
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GROUNDS DIRECTOR
J Fox



JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN

B Friend



INSURANCE DIRECTOR
M Covey



DELEGATE TO NSW COMMUNITY RL 

ASSOCIATION
J Fox & B Butcher



DELEGATE TO MWDRLFC

K Hunter



DELEGATE TO MANLY REFEREES 
ASSOCIATION

B Friend



CODE OF CONDUCT
NSWRL 






PERPETUAL AWARDS

Pop Hall Memorial Trophy



Mona Vale Raiders





L & V Engineering and Belrose Trophy



Cromer Kingfishers & Forestville Ferrets





Col Mills Trophy



Mona Vale Raiders, Narrabeen Sharks & Narraweena Hawks





Kane Mason Award



Dave Kelly





Presidents Award



Les Elliot
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
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On behalf of the Board of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League, I am pleased to
present this report for the 2022 season. 

Thankfully, we were able to play the season uninterrupted from the Covid pandemic. This was a great relief
after experiencing severe interruptions to both the 2020 and 2021 seasons. 

All our junior league clubs did an exceptional job in managing all the difficulties over the past two seasons
caused by Covid and we were basically able to retain our total player numbers despite these difficulties
including the 2021 season being called off in late June.

This year we had 2,432 players registered which was a decrease of 21 players from 2021. Still showing good
growth in numbers from recent seasons i.e. 1,983 in 2020, 2,012 in 2019 and 2,066 in 2018.  

There were 170 teams in 2022 compared to 172 teams in 2021. Note prior seasons: - 149 in 2020, 148 in 2019
and 152 in 2018 in our age groups from Under 6 to A Grade.  

Once again many of our teams played in combined competitions conducted by the NSWRL.  

It is important to highlight the financial assistance provided by the Manly Leagues Club which has
supported the M-W District Junior Rugby League for many years. The Leagues Club provided additional
funding in 2021 to assist our District Junior League in holding a 90th Anniversary function which was set
down for February but was postponed to December 2022 due to Covid. 

I would like to thank the Leagues Club Board for their contribution and assistance including use of Club
facilities when required. The continued financial support of the Manly Leagues Club is paramount to our
District Junior Rugby League. 
 

I would also like to thank the Manly Warringah District Football Club who provide general corporate
guidance and assistance when appropriate.  

Thank you to my fellow Board Members for their contributions for the 2022 season as well as all the work
and support that both Selena Coleiro and Danielle Kifooti from NSWRL provided to our District Junior
League and all our Clubs. 

My appreciated to all the Club Executives and volunteers and to all our referees for their efforts in 2022.

On the 11th February 2022 the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby League celebrated its 90th
Anniversary. And we will be celebrating the occasion with a function at the Manly 
Leagues Club on the 3rd December. To mark the 90th Anniversary we will be announcing the “90th
Celebration Legend Team” comprising players from our junior League from the past 90 years. 

In my sixth year as President, I would like to thank everyone who contributed in some way to the running of
the game in our District and I look forward to seeing everyone back again in 2023.

Kim Hunter 
President 
Manly Warringah District JRFL



SECRETARY'S REPORT
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After 2 years of Covid, I thought we would get an uninterrupted season of footy this year, however the
weather Gods had other ideas with multiple weekends washed out and a lot of grounds being unplayable.
A lot of work behind the scenes by Les Elliott, Selena Coleiro and John Fox as well as help from Belrose and
Narrabeen hosting extra games, we were able to get the kids playing footy and the season completed.

The season culminated with some great football being played by all Grand Final teams, on Saturday at
Brookvale Oval and Nolan’s 1 and finished at Brookvale Oval on Sunday where we had one of the biggest
crowds of any Grand Final day. It is also worth noting that there was not one sin bin, send off or Code of
Conduct breach in any Grand Final game played over the whole weekend, Well done to all teams, and
Congratulations to all Grand Final winners.

A big Thank You to Selena for all of your help throughout the year and good luck in your future endeavours
Thank You to my fellow directors, Kim, Tom, Les and Bob.

Thank You to all the referees

Finally Thank You to all the players and their parents, for making Rugby League the greatest game in the
Manly district 

Matt Brown
MWDJRL
Secretary/Vice President



TREASURER'S REPORT
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On behalf of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League Incorporated (“Junior League”), I
am pleased to present the financial position for the 2022 season, the 90th anniversary of junior rugby
league in Manly Warringah.

The Junior League operated at a modest financial surplus in 2022, the majority of which is due to the early
payment of a grant from the Manly Leagues Club of $35,000 for a new, incremental, sponsorship initiative
commencing in 2023. In addition, large crowds and great footy resulted in a successful grand final weekend
with a net financial contribution of just over $12,000 to the bottom line. 

The Junior League was fortunate again to be proudly supported by the Manly Leagues Club. Sponsorship
continues to be an important source of income for the Junior League and contributed 36% of the total
income in 2022. As noted above, the Manly Leagues Club has increased its financial support of the Junior
League with a new jersey sponsorship initiative starting in 2023. I would like to thank the Manly Leagues
Club, yet again, for their significant support of rugby league in the Manly Warringah district, it is greatly
appreciated. 

Insurance remains the largest operating expense ($49,108) for the Junior League. Combined with Referees
Fees ($42,684), who do a great job and without them we could not play, and Council Sports Field User Fees
($30,957), these three expenses account for over 70% of the total Operating Expenses for the year. 

Whilst the Junior League in Manly Warringah continues to maintain a sound financial position, it does so
thanks, primarily, to the hard work of all people involved in the game throughout the district. I would like to
thank the respective Club Committees, and all the volunteers and supporters for their endeavours in
making 2022 a successful season of rugby league in Manly Warringah.  

I look forward to an even bigger and better season in 2023 and hope to see everyone again next year. 

Tom Akhurst
Treasurer
MWDJRLFC



The COVID pandemic may have caused great uncertainty to loom over the 2020 and 2021 rugby league seasons, but
in 2022 there was a nice reminder of a great constant on Sydney’s Northern Beaches - the presence of a strong Rugby
League Referees Association.
 
In June, past and present members along with our friends from across the rugby league family gathered to celebrate
our 90th year as an Association. It was a chance to not only come together face-to-face, which has been sorely missed
in recent times, but a night of catch-ups and nostalgia.
 
The evening was also an opportunity to induct our latest Life Member, Todd Smith. Todd has again worked tirelessly
this year as the Referees Director, and led the Association’s coaching and development program. This is on top of
another outstanding year in the NRL, and at the time of writing, he is part of the Rugby League World Cup officiating
squad in England. Joining Todd overseas is our Chairman Keith Povah, who is part of the Physical Disability Rugby
League World Cup officiating squad. Keith has been a long-time volunteer for the PDRL as it continues to grow its
metropolitan competition and spread the game worldwide. This is on top of his leadership of the Association.

On the field, the top grand final was refereed by Jake Walsh, who has written himself into the records as the
inaugural winner of the renamed Barry Cripps Medal for Best Referee. The Association embarked on renaming the
accolade this year, in what was a tough discerning process. By all accounts Mr Cripps was a much-loved member of
the Association and a successful referee. The records say he started his career at Manly before being graded in the
1960s. After his time ended in the NSWRL Grade squad, he returned to district, going on to referee multiple grand
finals in the early 1970s. He accepted nomination for Life Membership of the Association in 1979 and remained
actively involved into the mid-1990s. 

The top Saturday appointment, the Under 15s grand final was officiated by Tom Hall, and the Association’s best
junior referee for the year was Alex Le Geyt. Alex has also had a notable year, selected in the NSWRL Junior
Development Squad for the first time. It was one of several achievements by Manly-Warringah referees in inter-
district squads. Luke Saldern was appointed as a touch judge in the Harvey Norman Women’s Premiership Grand
Final, and Jake Walsh as touch judge in the SG Ball grand final and then the U18 City-Country fixture.

Like when junior players reach the highest echelons of the game, the district should be immensely proud of the
successes of its referees. This is where they learn their skills and develop their trade.

The Association would like to thank the Junior league, its clubs, officials and players for their continued support. It
was not always easy this season to cover the extensive number of games, but we appreciate your patience and
flexibility. We look forward to what the next season brings.

REFEREES REPORT
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JUDICIARY REPORT
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 I thank the footy gods for giving us a season with many games. The competition is alive and well and I thank the
Coaching staff from all our clubs in the Manly Warringah Pittwater area for teaching our children how to play good
footy without breaking any (or some) of the rules. The games I witnessed were well constructed and played
enthusiastically by all teams and I think this showed when the Grand Finals were played at the end of the season.
There were no incidents reported and that is a good thing.

The Sunday Grand Finals at Brookvale Oval were played with spirit and tenacity and the refereeing was first class, in
fact, all the refereeing was good over the whole weekend.

As Sunday Ground Manager with my faithful crew at Brooky, we all agreed that the spectators during those matches
were full of admiration for their team that they were following and there were no disruptive incidents as far as we
could see whilst patrolling the ground.

Getting back to the Judiciary matters, there were only 2 matters that I investigated and I thank the Coaches, parents
and players involved for their assistance in solving the problems that those young players had.

I would like to thank all the clubs for their co-operation and assistance during the year and the way they handled the
rules and regulations set down by our Junior League in the MWDJRLFC competition. You allowed our kids to play
without fear or favour in the greatest game of all and it made my job a lot easier.

Regards, Brian Friend  OAM
M.W.D.J.R.L.F.C. Judiciary Chairman
M.W.D.J.R.L.F.C. Life Member



AVALON BULLDOGS

This year continued to be challenging one after a very wet season limited the number of home games we received.
Thank you to all the parents, coaching staff, volunteers and officials for working together to still make this season an
enjoyable one. This year Avalon fielded eleven junior teams including two teams in the Under 8 and 10’s.
Congratulations to our u10 and u14’s teams for reaching the grand finals and giving it their all, you did the club proud.
A big thankyou to all club members who helped organise the u8 Gala Day at Hitchcock Park, it was a great success
and enjoyed by all.

Well done to all players this year who represented the club and showed sportsmanship, determination and respect
across the competitions. A special mention must go to all of our sponsors who continue to generously provide the
backing to ensure the club remains financially viable. Thank you also to the Manly Warringah Junior Rugby League,
NSWRL and our Referees for all their tireless administrative support and coordination to ensure the competition
could be played each week.

We look forward to another big year in 2023. 

Anthony Collins
President
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BEACON HILL BEARS

Numbers across the teams grew from 56 players to 74. A fantastic increase of 32% across one off season. Congrats
to all for making the Bears a welcoming club where families are keen to join.
The Under 6’s lead by Nathan recruited well and enjoyed their 1st taste of footy. The NRL assisted with the Tackle
Ready program which was a huge success. Hopefully these tackling skills will develop further next year and
provide a solid grounding in the core skills of the game.
The Recruitment “Goat” Bonnie Lussick ripped in again and the U7’s fielded two strong teams. This age group is in
safe hands with Bonnie and Johnny driving the teams.
26 players signed up for the Under 10’s so again we entered two teams in the Maroon and White divisions. Both
teams were competitive in their respective competitions. Huge congrats to all the boys and parents for all the
hard work.
The Under 11’s had a successful season, culminating in a narrow semi final loss. This group under the guidance of
Emu and Adam go from strength to strength. The canteen, thanks to everyone for pitching in making the
canteen such a success. We had limited home games and each of them was very profitable for the club. The
canteen ran smoothly which is a credit to all the age groups.
Our fabulous new & returning sponsors. Thank you so much for your support, particularly in the current
environment. Without your support, the club cannot survive.
The executive team. Thanks again for your efforts. With such a small club, a lot of the work falls onto this team,
and you all just get it done. It’s very much appreciated. 
Coaches and Managers. Thanks for all your hard work and guidance you provided across the season. All the
teams were noticeably better at the end of the season due to your dedication at training and game day.
All the parents. A big thanks to all of you for assisting when required on the BBQ, packing up the field or helping
out at training. You’re a big reason this club will continue to grow.
Thanks to Karen Pellicano for her contribution over the years as Registrar and Treasurer. Karen is stepping aside
next year but has helped grow our club over recent years.

2022 was another successful year for the Bears. After two disrupted seasons with Covid, its was great to put the short
seasons behind us and get back to “normal” and play some footy. The wet weather made it difficult, but we moved
forward and still managed to grow the club and have an enjoyable year on and off the field.

In season 2022, we fielded teams in the Under 6’s, 7’s (two teams), 8’s, 10’s (Maroon and White Divisions) and Under
11’s. The club’s goal is to field a new team of Under 6’s each year and then maintain/grow this team as they progress
through the age groups.

Some highlights and thanks for the year:

2022 was another year of growth and I look forward to building further on this in 2023.

Enjoy the off season and I look forward to seeing each of you early next year.

Grant Jennings
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BELROSE EAGLES

It was great to see an almost full season take place this year, despite a few washouts in the first couple of weeks which
made everyone a bit nervous. We got there in the end and the players ended up having a ball and the club a
successful year with the U10 Gold, 13 Silver 16BT & A Grade all making it to their respective Grand Finals.

Building from the strong foundations of the previous year, we were up in registrations & participation rates once
again, reaching numbers that have not been seen for many years. As a club we were was delighted to see our female
contingent return throughout the younger age groups. 

Each year we reply on parents to assist with various jobs, that need to be completed for a smooth running of the club
and this year was no expectation where they got in and helped where needed. This group of people bring so much to
this establishment including skills, advice, experience, friendship, vision, leadership & inspiration. But aside from all
of this, in our time poor world the greatest contribution is their time…. Which is nothing short of utterly amazing,
thank you. Without their help we couldn't have raised the $30K for various charities this year and we would like to
thank all those that were involved. 

With the extension of the club house completed, the building was re-named this to the "Eric Galloway Clubhouse".
Eric has contributed so much to the club, members and league community over the years so it's nice to recognise him
in the local community with having the club named after him. Thank you Eric! 
Our Touch Football season has begun with a increase of approx 100 kids playing this year. This comp can't go ahead
without Briohney Anderson, she is the backbone of it all, with her efforts, time, hard work and dedication she puts
into the comp, thank you for pulling this together for the community to kids to play, I know they love getting out
there and having a run around with their mates. It's also a great introduction for kids who are thinking about league
for the coming season. 

 We are looking forward to the 2023 season and what it has in store for us, it will be here before we know it! 

Kristy Andrews
Secretary
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CROMER KINGFISHERS

On behalf of the Cromer Kingfishers Junior Rugby League Football Club I am pleased to present this report for season
2022.

Thankfully season 2022 was able to be played with the pandemic over ending two very frustrating seasons not only at
the club but in sport itself. However, it was still not without it’s road blocks with many weeks either rained out or
cancelled due to poor weather. 

Our home at St Matthews Farm was one of the worst affected fields on the Northern Beaches meaning training was
scarce throughout the year for all ages with it being constantly closed for use and so it was a test of character and will
from everyone at the club to stay in shape and be physically and mentally ready each week, it was almost like
preparing for round 1 of the season every week…. Just without the pre-season training. All coaching staff and
managers should be commended on finding ways to keep their teams together and being social with some taking to
car park training and/or gyms to stay dry.

Our season as a club was lean in grand final results with the exception of our might U/11s winning theirs, however I
believe that as a club every single player got exceptionally better at Rugby League and enjoyed themselves whilst
doing it! Special mention to our U/9s and U/20s who both finished as Minor Premiers in their respective age groups
also. 

Positively looking forward our female engagement at the club continues to grow with over 50 females throwing on
the Blue, White and Green jersey this year with expectations on growing into season 2023.

To all of our amazing sponsors we cannot thank you enough for the pride and support you put into this club, we
wouldn’t be able to put these extraordinary kids on the field without you so from all of us we thank you endlessly. To
our fans your support is heard and we are honoured you are all respectful and continue to help our club by using the
canteen and Starleaton Can Bar.

I couldn’t finish this without thanking all of our exceptional volunteers! We all know nothing would function without
you from game day to keeping our players and sponsors smiling throughout the week, you are invaluable and the
brightest sparks at the club whether you’ve helped set up the field, given a hand in the canteen, helped set up or
adjust the field or even picked up the odd cone just to help out, we as the club thank you. 

Yours Sincerely,
Shane Higginbotham
President - Cromer Kingfishers JRLFC
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That old saying, things come in three’s. 

Since becoming President I've gone through 2 yrs of Covid and this year rain and flood. 2023 has to come back around
and go back to normal.

It has been a tough with not being able to play or train at Ferretville, I have never seen the oval so wet and unusable.
We didn't know what to do or where to put our teams so they could train for the season. After numerous calls, our
neighbouring clubs came to the rescue and offered their fields to us to use. A big thank you to the Belrose Eagles and
Beacon Hill Bears, and Forest Lions AFL for their generosity. 

With all the rain, came a lot of washed out games. It was very frustrating for all concerned. The players wanted to
play, and the coaches wanted them to play. Balancing teams playing Sydney wide made it more difficult to keep
games going. I think there were 10 out of 16 games played this year.

This year our numbers were up on player registrations. For the first time, we fielded 2 u6 teams. There are some
superstars in those teams.

 We were strong in our u8-u9-u11-u12-u13-u15s in our juniors and u16, Open Womens and Open Mens sides in our
senior teams.

Financially, the club was in position where we could finally get our scoreboard and purchase some much needed new
equipment for the 2023 season.

We are still in negotiations with council for them taking over the field maintenance and surrounds. We look to have
finalised by the end of this year.

I would like to thank all of our sponsors who have generously supported the club. It is greatly appreciated, and we
hope you will join us again next year.
 
I already have potential sponsors lined up for next year. If you or anyone you know would like to sponsor the club,
please contact me and we can get you on our jerseys or training shirts for 2023. It is a great opportunity to promote
your business on our uniforms and on our social media platforms.

To all the Coaches, Trainers, Managers who give their time every week ensuring the players get on the field and play,
a big Thank You. Without you, the club would not run. 

To all the volunteers who help in the canteen, BBQ, Ground Managing, touch judging, setting up the field or just
running the kids to their games, we thank you so much for all your time.

We are always looking for new blood to join the club board, especially the junior parents. So please don't be shy. If
you want to have your say and have any new ideas please put your hand up and join. All positions will be up for
nomination for next year so if you feel you have something to give, please put in your nomination. 

FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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Grand Final time. This year we had our u11s and our Open Womens side made it to the big day. The club is very proud
of both teams. Go the Mighty Ferrets.

Unfortunately, the U11s didn't get there but our Womens team went through and won theirs at Brooky Oval 22-0.
Congrats Ladies.

Just a quick thank you to our Open Mens Coach Luke Fahy. Luke has coached our boys the last 2 seasons. This year he
got the team to the final and one game short of the GF. 

Luke has decided to step down as our head coach and have a well-deserved break. On behalf of the Forestville Ferrets,
we wish you well and good luck with your next endeavour. 
 
I am looking forward to see what next year brings us. So until, then, enjoy your off season and I hope to see you all in
2023.

Registrations open Dec 1.

Scott Featherstone
Club President

FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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It’s never a dull moment in this current climate. After two impacted seasons with Covid, mother nature decided to
throw a curve ball with the wettest winter ever recorded. With everything that was thrown at rugby league, our
amazing volunteers made this season an enjoyable experience for all the boys, girls, men and women at the Devils.

On behalf of the Harbord Devils, we would like to take this opportunity to thank our many sponsors who have stuck
through these difficult times to ensure our kids continue to be able to participate in this amazing game.

To all the players, coaches, managers, trainers, volunteers, committee, mums and dads, we would like to thank you
all for sticking through the last couple of years and making 2022 incredible. I can’t wait to see you all again in 2023
and continue to wear the red and white jersey with pride. 

#DEVILS4LIFE

Regards
Ben Smith
Harbord Devils
Club President

HARBORD UNITED DEVILS
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Season 2022 was certainly a memorable one for the Brothers. With the promise of a full season with no Covid
disruptions we were all set and then the “Big Wet” hit. Not only was all of Nolans a lake, but our Clubhouse was also
under water with significant damage to the canteen and gear room.

A big clean up with lots of volunteers helped get everything back in shape but the oval was unplayable for the next
two or three months. No training facilities made it very difficult to get the teams ready for the season but the coaches
did a great job under very difficult circumstances. A kind offer from Manly Cove to share a training field was accepted
and a great effort from our U14 team officials when they hand mowed the field in a massive two day effort.

When we finally got underway there were lots of away games but at least our kids were playing. Nolans remained
muddy but we eventually got some home games and things were back on track.

There were a number of highlights from the season, our U12 girls tag team made the Grand Final, our U9s were
winners in the White comp and our 14s won a very tough Grand Final to take out the Gold Northern Conference.

In all of the games I saw our teams play throughout the year I noticed effort, improvement and respect and I would
like to thank all the players and their parents for playing the game in the right spirit.

I would like to thank our coaches, managers and trainers for all the time and effort they give to our players. They are
critical in the players development and enjoyment of the game and I thank them especially for undertaking the NRL
training and applying that knowledge so well.

In summary, 2022 was a great season made possible by our sponsors, especially Raine and Horne Dee Why and
Collaroy, Andris Automotive, URM and TM Signs. Also made possible by our many volunteers who helped with the
grounds and in the canteen on game days throughout the year.

Special thanks to Jacky (Canteen Manager), Suzy (Secretary), Gary (Vice President) and Rebecca (Social Media and
Website). Everything else down at Brothers gets done by John (Foxy) who looks after the gear, the grounds and the
Clubhouse as well as the finances.

There are plenty of opportunities for more people to get involved and I hope that will be the case in 2023. I look
forward to another great year and seeing you all back at Nolan's next year proudly wearing the Cerise and Blue.

Greg Keogh
President
Manly Brothers

MANLY BROTHERS
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MONA VALE RAIDERS

After a challenging and disruptive 2020 Rugby League season, and a non-event after 6 rounds of the 2021 season..... 

BRING ON 2022!

As a Rugby League community across the Northern Beaches, we were all looking forward to the start of the 2022
season. 

Between January and July who was to know that 2022 would have the most rain fall ever recorded in Sydney.
Culminating in the season opener being cancelled due to wet weather, followed by another three rain effected
weekends with no games. Hard to get any consistency. Hopefully next year brings more game time for the kids.

In saying that it was another great year at the Mona Vale Raiders. Every year we see growth in registered players and
this year in total we had 325 registered players, 216 boys and 109 girls. 

Our Teams:
Boys tackle U6 x 2, U7 x 1, U8 x 1, U9 x 2,  U10 x 1, U11 x 2, U12 x 1, U13 x 1, U14 x 2 and U17 x 1
Girls Tag U12 x 3, U14 x 3, U16 x 2

Congratulations to our 6 Grand Final teams –
Tackle teams 9M , 11M and 17S 
Tag teams 14/1, 14 /2 and 16 /2          

Our Volunteers:
We had 81 registered volunteers to our club this year, which is fantastic!                                              
As we all know, this great club can’t move forward without the contribution of our volunteers - being coaches,
managers, trainers, or helping out in the canteen, on the BBQ, ground set up, or ground managing. Every little bit
helps. As a club we have always been fortunate in having great volunteers. We are all here for the same reason - to
make sure all the kids have a great environment to play Rugby League,
 
So thank you all very much.  

Our committee and club position members:
Committee members: Vaughan Wooldridge, Suellen Whitfield, Andrew Drennan, Alex Haymen and Matt Lloyd.

Club position members: Corinna Sergi (Gear steward and trophies), Joel Batchelor (Ground Manager and BBQ King),
Kurt Schulenburg (Field Line Marking), Jason Death (Sponsorship Manager) and Holly Stubbington (Social media).

Thank you for your help and commitment throughout the season, as we all know that countless hours of your time go
in to keeping the club moving forward - much appreciated by all members.     
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MONA VALE RAIDERS

Our Sponsors:
Your support year in year out goes a long way in keeping our kids on the footy field.  A Big thank you goes out to our
wonderful sponsors:

Domain Residential, Pittwater Mowers, Reece Electrical, I Fin Capital Group, Bluestone Homes, BBQ in the Hills, The
Pool Centre, All Lift Forklifts and Access Equipment, Concept 42, Whitfield Plumbing, Bill Buckle Toyota, Mitronics,
Magni, Mega Fortris, Book My Boat, Ron Flew, Lynliegh Electrical, Barrenjoey Timbers, Barrenjoey Airconditioning, 
 Alectrics, Atlas Group Constructions, Binding Smash Repairs, Zubi Coffee, Mona Vale Quality Butchers, Benbry
Burgers, Lucky and Peps Pizza. 

Social events:
I believe to keep a community club moving in the right direction social events within the club are extremely
important. It has been a few years since we have been able to hold anything.

Fortunately, we started this year with a coaches, managers and trainers information evening held at Lucky and Peps
Pizzeria Newport, it was an information night to start the season and a great way for new and old volunteers to meet.

Next was our social evening - held at the Pasadena, an evening to thank our volunteers for all their time and effort
put into the Raiders throughout the season. Great food a few drinks and overall fun night with good people. 

To end the season, we will be holding a night for our sponsors which will be held at the Manly Warringah Leagues
Club.

The Future:
As we all know community clubs are run by volunteers - and volunteers have a use by date.       
As well as coaches, managers, trainers, and volunteers that help in the canteen/ BBQ on a weekly basis (who we rely
on every year and can’t do without) there are many other positions that keep the club afloat, which have been held by
the same people for quite a few years now.

It is important that the club keeps evolving with new people and new ideas, particularly with members that have kids
in the younger age groups.

So I ask you to get more involved. The more people, the more fun, and the easier it is on everyone.

Remember we are all here for the same reason, to make sure the kids are playing footy in a safe environment, they
have fun and they meet new friends 

2022 Achievements
It was a great season for the Mona Vale Raiders, with six teams making it through to their Grand Finals, and three of
those teams becoming Premiers. This led to the Mona Vale Raiders Club receiving the annual award of the most
teams to qualify and win their grand finals in the Manly Warringah Junior District. This award was shared with both
Narraweena and Narrabeen.
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Another award which we received in 2022, which is presented annually to a club that has done the most for the rugby
league code in the Manly Warringah district. We as a club are extremely proud of this achievement. This is a direct
reflection of the pride shown by our volunteers and the commitment they put into our club and Junior Rugby League. 

Goooooo the RAIDERS!!!!!

Frank Sergi
President 
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NARRABEEN SHARKS

On March 7th, 1932, in Jack Mc Lean’s barber shop at the Narrabeen Tram Terminus, Narrabeen JRLFC was formed.
We became the first registered rugby league club in the district and fielded a team in A and B Grades in the Manly
Warringah competition. B Grade won the inaugural competition with A Grade claiming a premiership in 1935.
Celebrating 90 years of Narrabeen Sharks in 2022, we now have 345 registered players and 28 teams including 4 girls’
teams consisting of 55 players.

Six teams qualified for Grand Finals with U11 White, U12 Girls, U15 Gold and A Grade being crowned premiers,
capping another successful season for the Sharks.

The 90th Anniversary dinner was held at DY RSL with over 200 guests in attendance. Thanks to the organising
committee of Tracy and Craig Lovelace, Jane Peterson, Lucy Hough, Michael Malone and Murray Stewart for a
fantastic evening. Master of Ceremonies was club legend John Gibbs whose professionalism and historical
knowledge set the bar high for all those that followed. We were honoured with Life Members presenting jackets to
our newest inductees and starting what we hope to become a tradition at the Centenary of the Sharks. One of the
highlights of the night was Tony Balkin’s time on the microphone recounting stories of glory days and entertaining
all.

As always, thanks to the committee who devote their time to keep the club running and our players on the field.
Special mention to Registrar Desiree, Treasurer Emma, Secretary Toni, Gear Steward Lucy and Ground Manager Lisa
for all the time and effort you dedicate throughout the season. Congratulations to Vice President Drew Humphrey on
being named the George April Club Person of the Year and to Dean Mahoney for being awarded the Player Volunteer
of the Year Award.

Congratulations to A Grade on winning the Premiership and to coach Jamie Van Burin who has taken this team from
U6 to A Grade with many triumphs and tribulations along the way but always in the spirit of the Sharks. Well done to
you and your support crew.

Thanks to all the coaches, managers, and trainers who guide and develop our players in what it means to be a Shark
and uphold the core values of the club. 

We all looked forward to a return to normalcy from COVID 19 only for La Nina to raise her head and disrupt the
season with wet weather and unplayable grounds. Once again, our patience and understanding were tested but we
rise above what ever is thrown our way to play the game we love and advance the club onward and upward.

Tim Stuart
President
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NARRAWEENA HAWKS

20 teams participating in rugby league
More than 300 participants (highest on the northern beaches)
More than 55 females playing rugby league (highest on the northern beaches and most other districts)
2 x full time female rugby league teams (U16s and U18s)
5 grand finalist team
3 Premiership winning teams
AND a whole lot of fun and enjoyment had by all playing our great game

This year has been ‘tough’ at best, with COVID relatively behind us (which over the last 2.5 years would have been
deemed the toughest adversary), we faced the fury of mother nature and had to navigate the troubled waters of ‘La
Ninia’ . This in itself was ‘more’ than difficult, with no home ground to play at and the odds stacked against us we
managed a very successful season.
 
5 teams made it to the Grand Final, 3 being successful as 2022 PREMIERS and a myriad of others falling just one week
short. This meant that we were held in high esteem as the most successful junior rugby league club on the northern
beaches.
 
A couple of quick statistics:
 

Looking forward to many more successful years for our little club.

Liv Vehikite
Secretary
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NORTH CURL CURL KNIGHTS

The Knights Committee has been working hard since lockdown ended last year to prepare for season 2022 and ensure
this would be a great one after 2 Covid-interrupted years. And we’re still going, to make 2023 even better!
 
We were able to field teams in all age groups, with the exception of U9’s and U16’s, and our U10’s & U13’s formed
almost 50-50 joint teams with the Manly Cove Rebels and Forestville Ferrets respectively. Thank you to the Rebels &
Ferrets for hosting the teams!

One of our biggest wins this season in terms of players was the number of kids in the U6 age group. We ended up with
around 25 U6 players, which was the most we have had for many years, if not ever! Congratulations to Coaches Jarrod
& Michael Bollen and Manager Hayley Bollen for coordinating such huge numbers so well. All the kids had a ball all
season due, in large part, to these 3 making it so much fun!

2022 also saw our inaugural Indigenous Round Celebration, in conjunction with the same round in the NRL.The
brainchild of our U14’s coach, Glen Rota, the round was a great success. We had special jerseys for all players,
designed by local Indigenous Artist Aleta Wassell. The day started with an Acknowledgement of Country by U14’s
parent, Tony McAvoy, and an address by Northern Beaches Councillor, and now Deputy Mayor, Sue Heins. Thank you
to Claudio’s Seafoods for coming on as Major Jersey Sponsor along with long time Club Sponsor RJ Thomas Solicitors,
enabling the kids to look so great in their Jerseys at no cost to the parents. It was also great to see a lot of our teams
using the Indigenous Jerseys as their ‘away’ Jersey throughout the rest of the season. We hope to make this a yearly
tradition and welcome other Clubs to join us in celebrating our First Nations Peoples.

After many game changes and cancellations due to La Nina rearing her very soggy head for most of the season, we
finally made it to the exciting, pointy end of the season, which saw all our competitive age groups play finals footy.
Well done to all Coaches, Managers and Players for persevering through a fairly difficult season of having to think
outside the box for training options and be on standby for venue/time changes at short notice. It wasn’t always easy,
but the most important thing is always the kids playing footy, so we do what we can to make this happen. Your hard
work on and off the field was rewarded with very well-deserved finals spots, and 6 out of 7 teams making the Grand
Final. A HUGE congratulations to the U10’s (combined Manly Cove/Curly team), U12’s and U14’s coming away as
Premiers! And a special mention to the awesome Sue Tonga for achieving her first Premiership win with the U10’s! So
glad we could be a part of such a great achievement for someone who gives so much to the game in our district. 

The Knights would like to say a massive THANKS to Danielle Kifooti, Selena Coleiro, (our very own) Les Elliott and
Manly Bros’ John Fox, for all the hard work throughout the season in ensuring as many games as possible could go
ahead. We know it was not an easy task most rounds putting together the draw then having to completely rethink it
to suit the weather and ground availabilities, but we very much appreciate the efforts you all went to week in, week
out so the season could move along. Due to ground closures, Lionel Watts became our 2nd home for a lot of the
season, so we’d also like to say thank you so much to Deb and the Belrose Eagles for hosting so graciously pretty much
every weekend, and ALWAYS with a smile! 

Look forward to doing it all again in (a hopefully less rainy) 2023!

Carly Tracey
Club Secretary
North Curl Curl Knights JRLFC
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