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AIMS & GOALS
To foster and manage Junior Rugby League Football throughout the Northern Beaches Government area
in accordance with all rules, regulations and the laws of the game as laid down or determined from time
to time by the MWDJRFL Inc or such higher authority.
To promote, encourage, advance and develop Junior Rugby within the area as determined above.
To adjudicate on all disputes and difficulties between affiliates clubs within the District, or between
individual members of any such affiliated club.
To obtain improved facilities and playing areas.
To promote skills development and ensure that all coaches, sports trainers and referees are fully
accredited before they can officiate at games in our area
To advance the interests of the Clubs within the District and support the Manly Warringah District Rugby
League Football Club Limited.
To explore sponsorship opportunities that will benefit and promote the playing of junior rugby league.
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OFFICE BEARERS & LIFE MEMBERS
PATRON
Cliff Lyons
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Michael Regan - Mayor, Northern Beaches Council
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LIFE MEMBERS
K R Arthurson Snr*
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G Ashton*
J Martin*
E R Bell*
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J W Campbell*
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J Huston*
H Horne*
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H Franklin
R Wheeler*
A D Butler
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K Edwards
F Hegarty
W Grono*

K McRoberts*
S Raffo
L Whitehead
D Miller
R Carlisle*
J Mashman*
D Ford
M Lamb
G McGuiness
R Dyer
B Bowtell*
M Hegarty
B Langham
F Cridland
P O’Dwyer
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G Knox*
W Bulmer
B Butcher
M Nicholson*
J Nicholson
C Burdon
N Bertoli*
G Glover*
A Skinner
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B Friend
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K Hunter
M Covey

* denotes deceased life member
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & MANAGEMENT
COMMITTEE
PRESIDENT
K Hunter

GROUNDS DIRECTOR
J Fox

VICE PRESIDENT
M Brown

JUDICIARY CHAIRMAN
B Friend

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
M Brown

INSURANCE DIRECTOR
M Covey

FINANCE DIRECTOR
T Akhurst

DELEGATE TO NSW COMMUNITY RL
ASSOCIATION
J Fox & B Butcher
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PERPETUAL AWARDS
L & V Engineering & Belrose Trophy - Cromer Kingfishers
The L&V Engineering & Belrose Trophy is awarded to the Senior Grade Champions

Col Mills Trophy - Narraweena Hawks
The Col Mills Trophy is awarded to the Club Champions

Pop Hall Memorial Trophy
** Not presented due to Covid

Kane Mason Memorial Shield
** Not presented due to Covid
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
On behalf of the Board of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League, I am pleased to
present the Annual Report for the 2020 season.
What an unprecedented season we experienced in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Delayed season,
shortened season and strict Covid-19 restrictions.
All our junior league clubs did an exceptional job in getting so many players and teams registered under
such difficult circumstances and for their compliance to NSWRL Covid-19 policy.
This year we had 1,983 players registered down from 2,012 in 2019 and 2,066 in 2018. There was an increase
in female registrations from 128 in 2019 to 133 (90 in 2018 & 37 in 2017). A reduction of only 29 players from
last season is I believe a great result given the tremendous difficulties that Covid-19 placed and is a
reflection of the great work done by the Club Executives and their volunteers at each of our 12 Clubs.
There were 149 teams compared to 148 in 2019 (152 in 2018) in our age groups from Under 6 to A Grade.
Many of our teams played in combined competitions conducted by the NSWRL. Thank you to NSWRL,
especially Michael Hanratty for the administration of these competitions during 2020.
We only had three local A Grade teams and they played in the Open Age Sydney Conference Competitions.
With Manly team Cromer being Premiers in the North Eastern Open Age Gold Division defeating
Redfern All Blacks 36 to 32 at Brookvale Oval.
Other highlights being the Cromer Girls team winning the Combined Girls Under 18 Competition defeating
St Christopher’s 30 to 14 in their Grand Final and Narrabeen were defeated by Coogee / Randwick 22
to 16 in the Grand Final of the Combined Under 20 Silver Competition.
I would like to congratulate all the teams that qualified for the Final Series, unfortunately most
competitions were restricted to just a Grand Final due to the shortened season.
All our competitions rely heavily on the huge contribution made by Club Volunteers who give up their time
to help in some way i.e. set up the fields and later take them back down, run the canteen, work on the
barbecue, clean up the grounds and change rooms, coach, manage, perform first aid duties, act as sports
trainers, ground managers and Committee Members of our various clubs. I thank them on behalf of the
players and the District JRL.
I would also like to thank the referees for their contribution to our District JRL. Congratulations to Todd
Smith for thefollowing tough judge appointments in 2020: - NRL Grand Final and the three
State of Origin games.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
It is worth noting that there were some 14 Manly junior players that played NRL during the 2020 season:Jake Trbojevic, Tom Trbojevic, Brad Parker & Albert Hopoate (Manly), Jamil Hopoate (Brisbane),Bailey
Simonsson & Michael Oldfield (Canberra), Will Hopoate (Canterbury), Jack Johns (South Sydney), Cooper
Johns (Melbourne), Mitchell Pearce (Newcastle), Clint Gutherson (Parramatta), Sam Verrills & Freddy
Lussick (Sydney Roosters). Note that Ben Trbojevic was a member of the Manly NRL squad but is
yet to play his first game in the NRL. Jake Trbojevic and Clint Gutherson both represented NSW in the three
State of Origin games in 2020.
It is also important to highlight the financial assistance provided by the Manly Warringah Leagues Club
which has supported the M-W Junior Rugby League for many years. In fact the Leagues Club provided
substantial additional funding for the 2020 season to assist with the financial pressure brought on by
Covid-19. I would like to thank the Leagues Club Board for their contribution and assistance including use of
Club facilities when required. If you are not yet a member of the Leagues Club then I ask you to join and
take advantage of its facilities and to show our support for the Club’s continued contribution to junior rugby
league in our District. The continued financial support of the Manly Leagues Club is paramount to our
District Junior Rugby League.
The Bendigo Bank at Freshwater is our other major sponsor and I wish to document the appreciation of the
MWDJRL of the continued financial support of the Bendigo Bank at Freshwater.
A huge thank you to the members of the Manly Warringah Junior Rugby League Board and Executive who
also give up their valuable time in running our various competitions. All of these people volunteer at their
own junior league Club and also find the time and energy to contribute at the District Level. I would also
like to thank each of these people for their support and counsel during 2020.
The NSWRL provided administrative support for the MWDJRL with Danielle Kifooti the Club &
Competitions Co-ordinator for the Northern Region and Lauren Coltman in the role of Junior League
Administrator of MWDJRL. Both Danielle and Lauren provided valuable contributions throughout the year
particularly in relation to Covid-19 courses, policies & procedures and all things relating. We look forward to
continue to work with Danielle and Lauren leading into the next season and through-out the 2021 season.
Our appreciation is extended to Stuart Stanton and the NSWRL for their support of our District Junior
Rugby League by providing the administrative resources of both Danielle and Lauren.
We were able to achieve 90% success rate with accreditation compliance in 2020 down from 100% in 2019
but up from 61% in 2018. Although there was a drop from 100% to 90% this is considered a satisfactory
result given the issues brought on by Covid-19.
All 12 Clubs completed ‘Covid-19 Education’ and were approved to continue the season with appropriate
Covid-19 Safety Plans in place. All Clubs completed ‘Concussion Education’ which saw major changes to
the way concussion is managed in the game due to a Coronial Inquest.
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PRESIDENT'S REPORT
Two clubs were awarded NSWRL Blue Shield Status in 2020, those clubs being, Mona Vale and Belrose.
Belrose Eagles were awarded Joint Winners of the NSWRL Respect Club of the Year.
Bob Butcher was awarded a Distinguished Long Service Award by NSW Sport.
Deborah Kennedy from the Belrose Eagles Club was awarded NSWRL Manly District Volunteer of the Year.
I would also like to thank Samantha Redman,NRL Game Development Officer for Manly for her
contribution throughout 2020.
I would also like to thank the Manly Warringah District Football Club who provide general corporate
guidance and assistance when appropriate.
Thank you to all the parents, grandparents and carers whom, amongst other things, get the players to
home and away games and training. Thank you also to the spectators for attending games and
supporting our players.
In my fourth year as President, I would like to thank everyone who contributed in some way to the running
of the game in our District and I look forward to seeing everyone back again in 2021.
Kim Hunter

Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc 2020 Annual Report

10

SECRETARY'S REPORT
Like the rest of the world, 2020 was a challenging season for all involved with Manly Junior Rugby League. It
was great to see all clubs working together to get our competitions underway mid July and culminating in
the Grand Finals being played on the weekend of 26th and 27th September.
Congratulations to all teams that played in the Grand Finals and well done to all Premiers.
A special Thank You to Lauren Coltman and Danielle Kifooti for all your behind the scenes work you both
did to get our competitions and Grand Finals on the park.
Like in all my previous reports it is still a concern as to how we are to attract more players to our game
especially younger males. Please feel free to contact me directly if you have any recommendations on how
to achieve this.
Thank you to everyone involved in getting season 2020 completed.
Also thank you to my fellow Board Members who also put in time and work unnoticed by most.
I hope everyone enjoys their summer off season and 2021 is not a repeat of 2020
Matt Brown
Secretary/ Vice President
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TREASURER'S REPORT
On behalf of the Manly Warringah District Junior Rugby Football League Incorporated (“Junior League”), I
am pleased to present the financial situation for the 2020 season.
In a season that involved a multitude of significant challenges, including financial, the Junior League made
the unprecedented decision at the start of the season to distribute any profit for the 2020
season back to the affiliated Junior League Clubs.
I am delighted to advise that the Junior League was able to provide to Clubs a combined amount of $58,906
to assist with their financial costs for the 2020 season. Effectively, this equates to a refund of approximately
90% of the Team Nomination Fees paid by the Clubs to the Junior League for the 2020 season.
As a result of the distribution to Clubs, from a profit and loss perspective, the Junior League finished at
break even for the season.
Sponsorship continues to be an important source of income for the Junior League. This year, Sponsorship
contributed over 37% of the total income of the Junior League. The Manly Leagues Club has been a
consistent and loyal financial supporter for many years and this year was no exception. In fact, despite the
challenging financial times for the hospitality industry, the Manly Leagues Club was able to increase its
sponsorship of the Junior League in 2020. I would like to sincerely thank the Manly Leagues Club for their
unwavering support of the Junior League, it is greatly appreciated.
Despite a change in insurer, and a significant reduction in Player Insurance costs this year, insurance
remains the largest operating expense ($49,555) for the Junior League. Combined with lower Referees Fees
($29,387), due to the shortened season, and Council Sports Field User Fees ($25,303), these three expenses
account for over 85% of the total Operating Expenses for the year.
Finally, in extremely challenging times, I would like to thank the Club Committees for their tireless work
and commitment throughout the year to ensure that rugby league was able to be played and enjoyed by all
the players in Manly Warringah.
Tom Akhurst
Treasurer
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REFEREES REPORT
Manly-Warringah Rugby League Referees Association welcomed seven new first year referees to the Association in
2020 whilst retaining the vast majority of our squad from last year. It has been rewarding to see the new group bond
as they start to learn
their refereeing trade. As in previous years we are in the position where our junior numbers exceed what is required,
meaning that opportunities to develop and officiate in higher modified age groups have perhaps not been as
available we would have liked. We were also occasionally stretched for more experienced referees to officiate in the
higher international age groups on Saturdays. Fortunately, there were some games arranged for Friday evenings this
year which helped spread the load.
The COVID pandemic wasn’t only rugby league affected by lockdown and changed rules. Our sponsors were also
affected. We are extremely grateful that Platinum sponsor AXIA Office was able to continue it sponsorship of the
Association. On behalf of the Board and Members I would like to express the Association’s gratitude to Brad Keen
and his team at Axia. In a year where we received no grants whatsoever from NSWRL it was important to receive
financial support from Axia without which we would not have been able to offer discounted uniforms and training
opportunities for members.
We also continued our relationship with McDonalds as our Gold sponsor. Again, this sponsorship is extremely
valuable to the Association and I would like to thank Kim Johnson and her teams for their generous sponsorship.
We had a full suite of Grand Finals in the junior age groups on Saturday 26th September and two outstanding games
on the Sunday 27th of September. To all our members that were appointed to Grand Finals, congratulations for your
outstanding efforts throughout the
season and especially on Grand Final day when yet again all the talk was about the teams, not decisions we have
made. We received many compliments on the day and since about our referees which is what we are always striving
to achieve.
I'd like to pass on my congratulations to some of our members. Most notably
Todd Smith – NRL Grand Final TJ and State of Origin TJ
Jake Walsh – Appointed to the Harold Matthews merit Grand Final
Liam Hart – Nominated and selected for Junior Representative squad in 2021
I also must acknowledge the passing of our former Patron and Life Member with Honours Barry Cross earlier this
year. Barry has a significant contribution to the Association over many decades. He was very highly regarding in
rugby league circles and well respected by our members young and old. He will be missed by us all.
Finally, we would like to thank all the JL clubs, the Manly JL, coaches, administrators, ground managers and anyone
else who helps deliver the great game which is Rugby League. We hope the Referees can continue to build on what is
a great relationship with the Rugby League community on Sydney’s Northern Beaches!
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JUDICIARY REPORT
Well 2020 was a year that we would like to forget but then again, under the circumstance, MWDJRLFC conducted a
competition under mitigating circumstances and in the end, found that, under pressure, they could cope with
situations like this so congratulations. With
the help of NSW Rugby League with it’s representatives Danielle Kifooti and Lauren Coltman, we kept all the games
going to the delight of players and supporters. I thank you all for your efforts.
On the Judiciary front, we had a massive reduction in ‘send offs’ and ‘replacements’ due to the fact that we had a
shortened season and the Referee’s had been instructed to keep an eye on illegal play. Also, the reduction regarding
inquiries and investigations into
Code of Conduct breaches. I put this one down to responsibility regarding the
Covid environment which kept all Ground Managers busy with ‘distancing’
regulations and ‘entry sign on’ stations.
There was only one ‘Replacement’ this year (MOD) and the MWDJRLFC policies were conducted in a professional way
where the ‘player’ was interviewed by myself in the company of his father and the coach and a satisfactory result
obtained.
Here is hoping that the 2021 season will be conducted under better circumstances and that the Covid problem be
reduced to zero.
I would like to thank all the clubs in the Manly Warringah District for their co-operation and assistance during these
tough times but, the way you applied the rules and regulations as set down by the Government medical Officer, you
allowed our children to participate
in the greatest game of all.
Brian Friend OAM
M.W.D.J.R.L.F.C. Judiciary Chairman
M.W.D.J.R.L.F.C. Life Member
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AVALON BULLDOGS

This year has been both a unique and challenging one after a COVID-delayed start and a resulting shortened season.
The NSW Government’s restrictions meant community sport had to be run on a week by week basis with a number of
announcements and decisions often made the night before game day. But we got there and our kids were able to
play the game they love. Thank you to all the parents, volunteers and officials for working together to make this
season happen. We are now all experts in social distancing, travel bubbles and hand hygiene!
This year we fielded twelve junior teams including three teams in the Under 6’s and two in the Under 9’s, and an
Under 20 senior side that competed in a north-eastern Sydney conference competition. In a great effort, our
competitive teams (u9’s and above) gave the final series a real shake with the Under 10’s, u13’s and u14’s being
crowned minor premiers and representing the club on grand final day. In very gusty westerly conditions, our u13’s
boys reigned supreme and brought the premiership home in a tough and controlled game from the start.This year
our u10’s and u14’s tried their hardest but it wasn’t to be, they can hold their heads high and still be very proud of
reaching the grand final pinnacle.
Well done to all players this year who represented the club and showed sportsmanship, determination and respect
for the new rules, game times and restrictions.
The club continues to have a great local community sponsor and supporter base, which ensures that the financial
operations of the club continue to grow and remain in a healthy position. A special mention must go to all of our
sponsors who generously provide the backing to ensure the club remains financially viable and that the player
benefits are optimised.
The Club participated in several charitable events again this year including clothing donations to indigenous
communities near Dubbo, and our senior u20 grade participating in a special round against Domestic Violence. The
club is also about promoting healthy lifestyles with a particular focus on addressing current day challenges such as
mental health and obesity.
A very big thank you to the club’s committee for all their hard work and commitment, as well as all coaches,
managers and training staff. They play a critical part in developing not only our kid’s skills set, but acting as role
models to reinforce the club values of teamwork, inclusiveness, leadership and community.
Thank you also to the Manly Warringah Junior Rugby League, NSWRL and our Referees for all their administrative
support and organising in order to make this great game a respected, sustainable and competitive force across the
community.
Thanks again for a great season……see you in 2021.
Anthony Collins
President
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BEACON HILL BEARS

The 2020 season was all about continuing to build the club back up after a very positive 2019. The new committee
that was formed in 2019 all backed up for another year and this assisted in helping make 2020 such a success, albeit in
a very challenging environment.
With COVID delaying the commencement of the season and therefore reducing the season to 10 games, the club
performed very well on and off the field.
In season 2020, we fielded teams in the Under 6’s, 7’s, 8’s and 9’s. This was the executive team’s goal, to bring in a new
U6 team and keep the older teams coming back. This will remain our goal, to focus on growing the club from the
grassroots level and making sure that anyone who is involved with the club has a great experience, be it player,
parent, supporter or other clubs.
Some highlights and thanks for the year:
Numbers across the teams grew from 33 to 46 players. A huge uplift from one season to the next.
We had 12 Under 6’s!! This is where the club grows from. A phenomenal achievement. Thanks to Bonnie and Tulo
for driving this age group.
14 players signed up for the Under 8’s. Thanks to our new players and parents for building such a strong team.
The Under 9’s had some fantastic new additions to the team and just missed out on the semi-finals. They are
building very nicely.
The canteen, thanks to everyone for pitching in making the canteen such a success. We had 7 home games and
each of them was very profitable for the club. Thanks to the boy’s sisters who stepped up and helped out.
Freddy Lussick making his NRL debut this year for the Roosters. Freddy was due to coach the U6’s again but
couldn’t due to COVID. Congrats Freddy!
Our fabulous returning sponsors and new sponsor, Charlie Holiday. Thank you so much for your support.
Without your support, the club cannot survive.
The new executive team. You have all stepped up when the club needed you. Everyone has pulled their weight
and contributed to making the season very enjoyable. I look forward to building on this in the years ahead.
Coaches and Managers. Thanks for all your hard work and guidance you provided across the season. All the
teams were noticeably better at the end of the season due to your dedication at training and game day.
All the parents. A big thanks to all of you for assisting when required on the BBQ, packing up the field or helping
out at training. You’re a big reason this club will continue to grow.
2020 was a really challenging but enjoyable season. To see the club, grow and take steps in the right direction was
very pleasing. I look forward to building on this.
Enjoy the off season and I look forward to seeing each of you early next year.
Grant Jennings
President
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BELROSE EAGLES
Well wasn’t 2020 a Season to remember (or forget)!
We started the year with high anticipation and excitement to get the Footy season under way, a buzz around
the Club with some quality signings to Sydney Shield, and still running on a huge high of A Grades Premiership win
the year before, morale was off the charts in the senior grades. This buzz filtered throughout the junior teams,
club and the community, with a number of new sponsors coming on board with the belief 2020 was to be a great
year.
Covid-19 sent our Club and our game into a tailspin most thought not possible, and then managing to get 10
weeks of Competition on the paddock was a feat everyone, from the players and their families to the Board and
District Club, can hold their heads high in achieving.
Surviving the fragmented season, we had a couple of teams in the Semi Finals. Sydney Shield finishing 3rd and A
Grade a very respectable 4th after being elevated to the Gold Comp. The Club also fielded its inaugural Girls Blues Tag
Team in the Under 13’s. A BIG Congratulations to our mighty Under 11’s who were our only Premiers for Season
2020, well done JP and Team.
Due to work commitments, I missed the most part of the season, but we have such depth within our Club that
nothing can stop us moving in the right direction. Our Club Secretary Deb Kennedy, stepped up as stand in President
with such enthusiasm it became infectious. Having been the Coach for the Girls Blues Tag Team, my son Jack
stood in for me with great assistance from Hanna Clare and my other son Kai. They picked a few wins along the way,
without their support things may have turned out differently.
A Huge thank you must go out to ALL our Players and Parents for their patience and commitment throughout this
difficult season.
To our generous Club Sponsors thank you for your support and I hope we will be in partnership again in 2021.
Thank you to all my fellow Board members for your commitment and assistance throughout this year. Cheers to Peter
Asprey, who stood down midway through for your efforts over the past years. And Welcome to James Cable for
standing up and becoming our leader in all things COViD. To Briohney our gear steward for kitting out all and sundry,
Eric for keeping the books in shape and managing the Sydney Shield side, your passion for the Club is unwavering.
Scott and David for Coaching your teams for yet another season and looking after both the Seniors (Scott) and Juniors
(David), your guidance towards the other coaches is very much appreciated, thank you.
To the Referees Association, your commitment to our game is fantastic well done in managing a very challenging
year for all. Also, to the Administration at Manly Warringah District Junior League and NSWRL we really appreciate
all of the assistance provided through a year like no other.
Sean Wilson
President
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CROMER KINGFISHERS

What a year it has been with fire, floods, drought and then Covid that killed hundreds of thousands of people around
the world. there looked certain to be no rugby league played at all let alone junior rugby league with a lot of
consultation with state government, NSWRL and manly junior rugby league where able to deliver us with a
shortened season consisting of a ten round competition respectively.
This season our registered player numbers reached 231 and look forward to those numbers growing in 2021. Of our 15
teams the kingfishers fielded six teams in grand finals. Being our under 13s, 15s, 18s, a grade, 13s girls tag and under
18s girls.
Success on grand final day came in the way of the 18s girls winning over st Christopher’s 32-14. Under 18s boys
overcoming Paddington 30-20 to go through undefeated. Then our a grade who went back to back winning 34-30
against Redfern All Blacks in a undefeated season. We also a reserve grade side that hasn’t been seen for years.
In a year as we all know were unfortunate not to be able to go ahead with the season launch, fundraising events and
of course our highly popular golf day which will all go ahead bigger and better in 2021.
I would like to thank our executive and general committee members for your amazing tireless work you provide the
club. Also to everyone that shows up week in week out on game day whether it be coaches, managers, players, setting
up playing field, running canteen, BBQ and beer sales, etc.
I look forward to helping to keep on building this club with you to bigger and better things in the future, as the future
looks so bright for this great club.
Lastly a massive thank you to NSWRL and Manly Junior Rugby League committees for this season, as we never
thought it would go ahead with all the adversity that this year has shown.
Shane Higginbotham
President
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FORESTVILLE FERRETS
I won’t lie, this year has been challenging to say the least. It was touch and go for a while but we were lucky that the
‘powers to be’ made the decision to let footy go ahead. There were a lot of rules put in place and our Club Directors
did a fantastic job in getting all the protocols in place in order for our great club to play in 2020.
This year we field sides in the 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16 and A Grade. Unfortunately, we lost our under 8’s, 12’s and
women’s open teams this season, which I am working really hard on getting them back for next year.
Our A grade side started strong with good numbers, unfortunately due to injuries we couldn’t finish the season. I’ve
been told the boys will be back ready to go next year and with recruitment starting now we should have some new
young blood in the team to boost the numbers. As well as some promising new sponsors in the works too.
Our goal for next year is to have teams in all age groups and I am excited of the prospect of getting the Blues Tag up
and running at the Ferrets - we are aiming to have an under 12’sand 14’s girls teams.
Financially our club, like all clubs, took a hit being a short competition this season. The Board decided that the
Sponsor raffle winners in 2020 will now be our main sponsors for 2021. I just want to say a big thank you to all our
sponsors for staying with us through these times.
With continued negotiations with the council, they have agreed to take over the maintenance of the grounds this will
include field maintenance, new seating and a possible upgrade of the clubhouse. With a regular maintenance
program in place our fields will be top notch.
I would like to thank all the Coaches, Managers, Directors and all our parent volunteers - without all your help, our
Club wouldn’t be what it is today.
This is my first year as Club President, taking over from Scott Newman who has done a fantastic job. I am still learning
the role and I have been guided by our outstanding board members. Thank you all for what you do for our Club.
Special congratulations goes to our Under 9s team and their coach Carl van Selm. Despite the season’s challenges, our
Under 9s seemed unperturbed, coming away Premiers 2020!
Looking forward to seeing you all back early next year, go the mighty Green and White.
Scott Featherstone
Club President 2020
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HARBORD UNITED DEVILS

Our 70th year was meant to be one of celebrations but instead 2020 threw us an almighty curve ball and created
uncertainty globally. In such an unusual season it was so incredible to have the support and strength of the Devils
community. ‘Tough times don’t last, tough people do.’ Not a truer word could be said about our club and the people
involved. We all stood up when we could have thought it was too hard and we all made it work for the kids. I
would like to take the opportunity to thank our incredible volunteers who give up their time every week to make sure
the kids enjoyed their rugby league.
It would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the passing of our under 11’s coach, Shannon Briggs, prior to the start of
the season. In difficult circumstances Cameron Patterson and Dylan Welsh stepped up to the plate and managed a
very delicate and sensitive situation. The club was and still is incredibly grateful that Cam and Dylan stepped up, took
control, and continued to develop on what Shannon had created.
As a committee we do our best to ensure we provide the best platform for our kids to enjoy playing rugby league and
develop as young people. For us, that is how we measure our success. With our numbers continuing to grow and
seeing the return of the red and white jersey for Sunday Rugby League I think we can look at 2020 as being a success.
Never a better time to be part of the Devils Family.
Bring on 2021.
Ben Smith
President
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MANLY BROTHERS
Season 2020 was challenging one for all Clubs and this was no different at Brothers.
The delayed start, shortened season and extra record keeping, together with all the Covid protocols made it a season
like no other.
We welcomed a new major sponsor, Raine and Horne, Dee Why and would like to thank Aaron and his team for their
financial support and also their willingness to get involved on game day was a great boost for us.
Online registration and the Active Kids vouchers also contributed to the health of the Clubs
financial situation.
Many thanks to the Clubs group of dedicated Coaches, trainers and managers who all give up valuable time to help
our players aquired not only the skills of the game but a real love of footy.
The u6,7 and U9 sides were well coached and managed and these young players certainly increased the skill levels
while having great fun. Thanks to Daniel, Mathew, Peter, Brendon, Tammy and Mark for getting these boys on the
field and making sure they had such fun playing footy.
Our u10 team played some great footy during the year and were semi finalists. The 12’s stepped up to first division
and improved out of sight during the season. Thanks to Ryan, Paula, Steve and Samantha.
One big highlight for me this season was watching the u14 side play. These boys have worked very hard and it is
paying off. They won some games and were competitive in most. Well done Anthony and Kat.
The Sunday footy was great as well. Our U16 side were the only 1st division side from the Manly area and played
against some high quality teams with a lot of junior representative players. The boys aquiited themselves well and
finished 4th in a tough comp. Thanks again to Jason and all involved.
Our U17 team played in a very strong 1st division comp (again, the only Manly team involved) and played strongly
each week. Well done Trent and Mel for keeping these young men on the field and playing strongly.
Our U18 registered players combined with Cromer to field a side in a very strong conference
comp and were victorious, winning a tough Grand Final at Brookvale Oval.
Thanks to all the parents and siblings who helped out with the numerous jobs that goes with hosting footy matches;
canteen, bbq, ropes, pads benches etc. whatever needed doing it seemed we always had some help. Thanks again.
Special thanks again go to our Canteen Manager, Jac McCauley. The new canteen looked
great. Again it is the major source of funds for the Club and it means we can get the gear we
need to maintain a succesful footy club.
Thanks also to our Secretary/Registrar team Malcolm and Joyce Engledew and our Covid
safety officer, Suzy Cho.
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MANLY BROTHERS

Thanks doesn’t seem enough to say to John Fox (Foxy). The amount of work he does for our club and the junior league
is incredible.The Covid thing just increased that workload. Thanks again John.
Another challenge for the Club going forward will be bringing more volunteers on board to help with various roles
(gear steward, social and sponsorship come to mind). Anyone is welcome to help, just contact us through our website
www.manlybrothers.com.au
I hope you all our have a great summer and hope to see you all back for Season 2021.
Greg Keogh
President
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MONA VALE RAIDERS
This year we are all extremely fortunate to have played a season of Rugby League.
As we are all aware this season has been extremely difficult. Covid 19 turned our normal Rugby League season into an
incredibly challenging season for everyone involved. From Round 1 in mid July until the Grand Final in late
September, there was always the possibility looming of the entire competition being instantly cancelled.
A special mention must go to Lauren Coltman from NSWRL who put in countless hours to keep all Manly Warringah
Junior Rugby League clubs up to date with everything Covid – Endless plans, procedures and protocols.
Vaughan Wooldridge being our Covid 19 officer did a great job preparing our field to comply with NSWRL and the
government restrictions - roping, sanitising, QR code and the many announcements on Saturday mornings. All
visiting team commented on how well our procedures were set up.
Covid aside, it has been another great season at the Raiders in 2020. We fielded 20 sides from under 6s to under 16s,
this included 4 under 13s girls tag teams and totalled 265 players. 7 teams made the Semi Finals, 3 made it to
Brookvale Oval for the Grand Final - Our under 9M , under 9W and our under 13-1 Girls Tag Team, who finished as
Premiers. This made it the second year we have won the Blue’s Tag Grand Final.
Whilst these achievements are an important measure of our success, we have seen great improvement in all of our
teams over the year and to me it was really rewarding to see the skill, teamwork, fun, friendships and club spirit
continue to grow.
The main contributors to this are our Coaches, Managers and Trainers. A big thank you to all of you for your time,
effort, knowledge, patience and dedication in getting your teams to realise their full potential. You have all done a
great job and I hope to see you back next year.
This year we had 10 straight home games, so another great contribution was made by our team of regulars who help
set up Newport Oval in preparation for the big day - Mitch Murphy, Vaughan Wooldridge, Andy Drennan, Deryck
Nagy Horty, Joel Batchelor, Banjo Roberts, Alex Hayman, Anthony Campos and Scott Burdon. Sometimes setting up
in the dark and cold, but always with plenty of laughs. Thanks so much for your commitment and time. I would also
like to thank Kurt Schulenberg for continually giving up his Wednesday afternoons to mark our field and keep
everything looking in top form.
A massive thank you to Charlotte Horty, Skye Mathes and Lacey Roberts for managing and running the canteen on a
Friday night and Saturday. Thank you to all the parents who volunteered their time on the BBQ and in the canteen
throughout the year.
In such a challenging season the contribution of the committee was fantastic. Unfortunately, there was no time for
future goal setting this season as we all had our hands full keeping up with Covid updates and restrictions. So thank
you to my fellow committee members for all of your hard work. Vice President, Recruitment and Covid 19 Officer Vaughan Wooldridge, Secretary - Charlotte Horty, Registrar and IT – Todd Darvall, Treasurer – Andrew Drennan.
Blues Tag Coordinator – Matt Lloyd and our Coaching Coordinator and MWJRL delegate – Mitch Murphy, who has
decided to hang up the boots from the committee, but I think we might see him continue as a coach or trainer.
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MONA VALE RAIDERS
With the cancellation of various Rugby League competition, we were fortunate to have Mick Tonello volunteer with
the Raiders as a first Aider, Mick normally works with the Sea Eagles. Mick spent quite a few Saturday afternoons at
Newport Oval looking after our kids, but also looked after our under 16’s side that played their games on a Sunday
travelling to some away games as well. Mick is a true professional and everyone he delt with at the Raiders only had
great things to say about him and how well he looked after our injured players. Thank you very much Mick always
welcome
I would like to thank our Gear Steward Corinna Sergi – never an easy job, guessing sizes and amounts to order all
done well before season kicks off or finalisation of registrations. Corinna also looks after the trophy for the end of
season presentation. Thanks for all your hard work Corinna.
To our Sponsors – Who as we all know give us fantastic support, enabling us to kick start the year with financial
security. So I would like to thank Domain Residential, Pittwater Mowers, Reece Electrical ,I Fin Capital Group,
Bluestone Homes , Aussie Travel Cover, BBQ in the Hills, The Pool Centre, Concept 42, The Park House, Micronics,
Magini , Mega Fortis, Ron Flew, Lynleigh Electrical, Barrenjoey Timbers, Electrics, Atlas Group Constructions, Binding
Smash Repairs, Zubi Coffee and Devitts Meats. A big thank you to our Sponsorship Coordinator Jason Death, who has
filled this roll for a number of years and has built a great rapport with our Sponsors. Thanks Jason for your hard work
in promoting our club to both existing and new sponsors.
Finally, I want to thank all our great members, players and parents for being part of a great Community Club. I hope
that being part of the Mona Vale Raiders for 2020 was something you all enjoyed. Hope to see you all next year.
Goooooo the RAIDERS!!!!!
Frank Sergi
President
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NARRABEEN SHARKS
What a year to become president of the Narrabeen Sharks. I knew there would be a lot of work involved with the
position, but no one could predict the events that unfolded and plunged the world into turmoil. Somehow, we
managed to order gear, outfit players, train and play the game we love amidst the constantly changing rules and
regulations. I am proud of how we worked together and got the job done with a minimum of fuss.
My inbox exploded with more emails than I ever wish to see again. COVID Safety Plans, Social Distancing Protocols,
Attendance Registers, Field Maps and Maximum numbers, the list goes on and on but our COVID Safety Officers
Emma and Desiree put their hands up and worked through the minefield to submit our plan that allowed us to return
to training and eventually play footy.
Our awesome committee stepped up to produce policy and procedure dealing with every scenario. We were even
able to install a new kitchen in the clubhouse, and successfully lobby the council to perform overdue maintenance.
We are currently in consultation for numerous upgrades to the amenity as we strive to provide the best environment
for our club members.
There is a long list of volunteers to thank who selflessly give their time so that our children can play.
Vice President: Drew Humphrey, Secretary: Toni Couper, Treasurer: Emma Cassidy, Registrar: Desiree Abbott, Gear
Steward: Stuart Brown, Canteen: Lisa Evans & Jane Peterson, Sponsorship & Marketing: Francesca Dolly, who all play
multiple roles as coach, manager, trainer, first aid and ground manager.
The club also wishes to express our gratitude to Kent Hulme of Premium Chemical Solutions Pty Ltd who sponsored
and supplied all the sanitiser products required to comply with the COVID protocols.
We also acknowledge all the club sponsors who contribute funding to the Narrabeen Sharks. Johnson Bros Mitre 10,
Char Grill Charlies, AOR Cranes, Anytime Fitness, Brookvale Glass, Devitt Meats, CRM Brokers, Soul Origin, and all the
various team sponsors. Your support is greatly appreciated.
The Sharks fielded three teams in the U6 and U7s, two teams for U8, U9 and U11s and one team for the U10s, U12s,
U13s, U14s, U15s, U17s and U20s for a total of 20 teams. We were fortunate to qualify seven teams into the semi finals,
those being the U9 M&W, U10 M, U11 M&W, U12 M and the U20s. The U9 M, U12M and U20s teams progressed to the
Grand Final with the U9 Maroons winning a premiership in the 2020 season.
We are indebted to all the coaches, managers and trainers who teach our players what it means to be a Shark and
uphold the core values of the club. We are grateful to you all.
Thank you to MWDJRL for administrating the competitions, to the Manly Warringah Referees Association for
officiating games and developing the young referees and to Lauren and Danielle for their support and guidance
throughout the season and COVID 19 minefield.
It is fantastic to be involved in such a high standard of Rugby League on the peninsular and Sydney wide. I look
forward next season and implementing the plans we have made to enable the club to be the best it can be.
Tim Stuart
President
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NARRAWEENA HAWKS
Season 2020, the season we will never forget! With registration opening early, we were full of energy and excitement
the footy season was returning!
Players were registering, uniforms were ordered, meetings being held then March everything stopped because of
Covid 19. The season was left in limbo, but the footy Gods seemed to be looking down on Grassroots footy. With all
Clubs having to write a plan and follow the NSWRL Covid 19 guidelines, finally after months we were allowed to start
training then with great excitement games started, players could take the field. The smiles on the players faces made
up for all
the efforts each Club, MWJRL & NSWRL had to follow and enforce but was worth it.
With returning players, new players, old and new Coaches. Narraweena Hawks has increased with participants and
we were able to field multiple teams in most age groups up to u12. Then one team each in u10, u13, u14 and u18 our
only senior team who have promising talent for the future.
Congratulations to all our teams who made the final series with our U9 losing in golden point
in the semis, Huge congratulations to all of the Narraweena Hawks teams who made the Grand Final that was played
at Brookvale Oval with our U10 & U11 runners up, but Our U12 (Premier winners since U9), U13 and U14 all were
Premier winners.
Congratulations to all who played this year, parents and Clubs following the Covid rules.
Thank you to MWJRL Board and NSWRL for the tireless work in getting this season started keeping the season going
having normality in those uncertain months. A thank you for broadcasting the Grand Final games for those who could
not make the GF Games.
Hope everyone enjoys their off season and being with Family we are looking forward to the return of Footy in season
2021
Jenny Fiaola
Secretary/Registrar
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NORTH CURL CURL KNIGHTS
I have now been Secretary of this fantastic Club for 7 years. It has been an honour to get to know the kids and parents.
We have a great club!
We were able to field teams in ages from U6’s to U15’s with the exception of U14’s. I believe that is a great effort for a
small family orientated football club. Of course most teams could do with more
players, so please spread the word in the off-season!
I think we should all be proud of the way our whole club supports each other and the club. The way the parents help
out on game day, the committee doing a lot of work behind the scenes and the help by everyone during this very hard
covid season. Everyone had to step up and follow some very strict rules for the season to go ahead and we should be
very proud of ourselves as a club.
The facilities are now finished at the fields after the fire. We didn’t get to use them this season but we will certainly be
using them next season!
We had 2 teams in the Grand Finals this year. What a fabulous effort! The U11’s and 13’s put in a massive effort.
Unfortunately both teams didn’t get there on the day, but had fun playing a Grand Final. All the teams in the Club, all
Players, Coaches, Managers and parents should be proud, it has been a great year.
Which brings me to giving a huge thank you to our Coaches and Officials in our club. Some of them no longer have
kids in the club, and I am sure would have better things to do on the weekend. But
they turn up every week to help and I am very grateful, as I am sure the rest of our club is too.
A big thank you to all our Sponsors this year. We couldn’t have a club without them, and we really appreciate their
contribution to Junior Rugby League and the North Curl Curl Knights. A massive thank you goes to Axia Office in
particular that has supported the club for the last 18 months in supplying the shipping container to hold all our gear.
As a Club, we would also like to thank the Manly Warringah Junior League Officials and Referees. They put in a lot of
their time and they do a fantastic job of getting everything organised for us to play each week.
Alison Keen
Secretary

Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc 2020 Annual Report

27

UNDER 9 MAROON PREMIERS
NARRABEEN SHARKS

UNDER 9 WHITE PREMIERS
FORESTVILLE FERRETS
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UNDER 10 MAROON PREMIERS
HARBORD UNITED DEVILS

UNDER 10 WHITE PREMIERS
HARBORD UNITED DEVILS

Manly Warringah DJRFL Inc 2020 Annual Report

29

UNDER 11 MAROON PREMIERS
HARBORD UNITED DEVILS

UNDER 11 WHITE PREMIERS
BELROSE EAGLES
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NORTHERN UNDER 12 GOLD
PREMIERS - NARRAWEENA HAWKS

NORTHERN UNDER 13 GOLD
PREMIERS - NARRAWEENA HAWKS
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NORTHERN UNDER 13 BRONZE
PREMIERS - AVALON BULLDOGS

UNDER 13 GIRLS BLUES TAG
PREMIERS - MONA VALE RAIDERS
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NORTHERN UNDER 14 GOLD
PREMIERS - NARRAWEENA HAWKS

COMBINED UNDER 18 GIRLS
PREMIERS - CROMER KINGFISHERS
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EASTERN UNDER 18 GOLD PREMIERS
CROMER KINGFISHERS

NORTH EASTERN OPEN AGE GOLD
PREMIERS - CROMER KINGFISHERS
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